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High School US/VA History
Objectives: Students will be able to:

 f  analyze, interpret, and synthesize evidence from primary and secondary resources; 

 f  compare and contrast ideas and perspectives;

 f  make connections between past and present;

 f  create diagrams and pictures to determine characteristics of people, places, or events;

 f  interpret charts, graphs, diagrams, and pictures to determine characteristics of people, places, and events; 

 f  gather and classify information;

 f  construct arguments using evidence from multiple sources;

 f  compare and contrast historical, cultural, and political perspectives; and

 f  access a variety of media, including online resources.

Standards
Virginia: VUS.5c Undeclared War on France, Jay Treaty, Election of 1800 and the       

Formation of Political Parties 

National: NSS-USH.5-12.4 Era 4 Expansion & Reform (1801-1861)

Approx. Time: Two 90 minute blocks or four 45 minute blocks

HOOK: Video: Election of 1800 Attack Ads

 ❙ http://goo.gl/y73tuC *

Before showing the video, ask students if they think elections are more raucous today than they were in the past. Dis-
cuss this for a few minutes. Next, tell them that political parties have been around since George Washington became 
president, and they have been at odds with each other ever since.

Show the video clip. Discuss how the first two political parties were the Federalists (John Adams, John Marshall, and 
Alexander Hamilton) and the Democratic-Republicans (Thomas Jefferson and James Madison). Students will interpret 
quotes about political parties and how some of the founding fathers felt about them, and then compare the differ-
ences between the Federalists and Democratic-Republicans. They will make campaign flyers or commercials, and then 
compare the two parties to modern parties.
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Students will also evaluate how certain events like the undeclared war on France, the Jay Treaty, and the Election of 
1800 contributed to the emergence of the first two political parties.

 ❙ Preview: Show students Chapter Three from Justice in the Classroom to preview information students will learn in 
the lesson. (Approx. 8 minutes)

The First Political Parties
Students will interpret quotes about political parties and then complete a chart comparing the positions of the Feder-
alist and Democratic-Republican parties.

Post Assessment: Students will create a campaign flyer or commercial for either the Federalists or Democratic-Re-
publicans. Students will list the differences between the two modern parties, Republicans and Democrats, and then 
try to make connections to the Federalists and Democratic-Republicans.

Struggling Learners: Allow students to work in pairs to create flyers or commercials. When comparing the modern 
parties and making connections to the Federalist and Democratic- Republicans, you may want to do this together as a 
class. Some of the connections may be difficult for students to make on their own.

Advanced Learners: If time allows, have students hold a mock debate between Jefferson and Adams. Students 
should divide themselves into two parties depending on their support for a strong or weak national government, then 
pick students to represent Adams or Jefferson. Each student in the group must pick one of the issues on the chart and 
research it further, developing a thorough plan. They are to give their “issue papers” to their respective candidate and 
have the candidate defend that position. Invite another teacher or the principal to listen to the debate and then have 
them select the winner. The party who wins should be rewarded with extra points, homework passes, candy, etc.
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Parties in the USA (Sing It!)

Using the handout “Quotes on Political Parties,” answer the following questions about some of the 
founding fathers' attitudes about political parties.

In James Madison's Federalist 10, Madison says people naturally divide themselves into “factions” or political parties 
for many different reasons. Read the excerpt and answer these questions:

1. What different opinions does Madison say people have a zeal for that divides them? 

                

                

               

2. Madison says that parties are filled with “mutual animosity” and are more likely to “vex and op-
press” each other than to cooperate for the good of the people. Define these terms. Do you think the 
modern political parties try to “vex and oppress” each other? Why/Why not? 

                

                

               

3. What does Madison say is the most “common and durable source of factions?” 

                

                

               

4. Do political parties still divide by socioeconomic status (rich or poor)? 

                

                

               

Looking at the quote from Washington’s Farewell Address:

5. What does he suggest we do about the “mischief of the spirit of party?” 
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Looking at the John Adams quote:

6.  What does Adams say is “the greatest political evil under our Constitution?” 

                

                

               

7. Do you think it makes a difference in his opinion that Adams wrote this during the time he was presi-
dent? Why / Why not? 

                

                

               

Looking at the Jefferson quotes:

8.  In 1798 Jefferson led the Democratic-Republican party against John Adams and the Federalists. 
Looking at his quote, does Jefferson defend opposing parties? Why/Why not? 

                

                

               

9. Jefferson wins the Election of 1800 and becomes president. Looking at his quote from 1801, explain 
why you think it appears Jefferson may be changing his mind on the need for opposing parties. 
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Federalist vs. Democratic-Republican: The First Political Parties in America
Despite Washington’s warnings, the first political parties develop under the very next president, John Adams. Using 
the website provided, complete the chart comparing the first two political parties.

 ❙ Link: http://goo.gl/tBNHvT *

FEDERALIST DEMOCRATIC - REPUBLICAN

LEADERS

SUPPORTERS

INTERPRETING
CONSTITUTION

PRO FRENCH
OR BRITISH?

ECONOMY

NATIONAL
BANK
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The First Political Parties in America: Create a Campaign Flyer or Commercial!
Today, you will be creating a campaign flyer or commercial for one of the first political parties. Using the “Federalist 
vs. Democratic-Republican: The First Political Parties in America” handout you completed, choose a party and then 
design a flyer or commercial to convince people to support your party. 

Flyers and commercials MUST contain the following:

1. The leader of the party

2. Who typically supports the party

3. How they view the Constitution

4. Whether they support the British or the French

5. What they believe the American economy should be based on 

6. Support for or against the creation of a national bank 

7. A symbol for the party that represents their beliefs (example: Republicans—elephant)

Flyers must have AT LEAST three colors!

Commercials cannot be longer than 30 seconds and must have AT LEAST one prop (an object that helps relate to the 
party). Use cell phones, tablets, or laptops to record commercials.
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Today’s Political Parties
Today in America, the two dominant political parties are the Republicans and Democrats. For the most part, many of 
the same issues that divided the Federalists and Democratic-Republicans back in the early 1800s divide the Republi-
cans and Democrats today.

Using the website provided below or the handout, tilted How Today’s Parties Differ, complete the chart comparing 
the Republican and Democrat parties. Decide which party best represents the Federalist and Democratic-Republican 
parties on that particular issue by circling whichever best describes the position. Remember, Federalists believed in a 
strong national government where the government does more, and Democratic-Republicans favored a weak national 
government where states and individuals had more rights.

 ❙ Link http://goo.gl/jiYPMO *

REPUBLICANS DEMOCRATS

EDUCATION

Federalist - or - Democratic-Republican? Federalist - or - Democratic-Republican?

ENERGY

Federalist - or - Democratic-Republican? Federalist - or - Democratic-Republican?

ENVIRONMENT

Federalist - or - Democratic-Republican? Federalist - or - Democratic-Republican?

FIREARMS

Federalist - or - Democratic-Republican? Federalist - or - Democratic-Republican?

HEALTHCARE

Federalist - or - Democratic-Republican? Federalist - or - Democratic-Republican?

LABOR

Federalist - or - Democratic-Republican? Federalist - or - Democratic-Republican?
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Today’s Political Parties 
 ❙ Source http://ww2.kqed.org/lowdown/2014/10/21/worlds-apart-where-republicans-and-democrats-stand-on-11-key-issues/ *

REPUBLICANS DEMOCRATS

Abortion

“We assert the sanctity of human life and affirm that the 
unborn child has a fundamental individual right to life 
which cannot be infringed. We support a human life 
amendment to the Constitution.”

“We oppose using public revenues to promote or 
perform abortion or fund organizations which perform 
or advocate it and will not fund or subsidize healthcare 
which includes abortion coverage.”

“The Democratic Party strongly and unequivocally sup-
ports Roe v. Wade and a woman’s right to make decisions 
regarding her pregnancy, including a safe and legal 
abortion, regardless of ability to pay.”

“[We] support access to affordable family planning ser-
vices, and President Obama and Democrats will continue 
to stand up to Republican efforts to defund Planned 
Parenthood health centers.”

Education

“[We are] the party of fresh and innovative ideas in edu-
cation. We support options for learning, including home 
schooling and local innovations like single-sex classes, 
full-day school hours, and year-round schools. School 
choice … is important for all children, especially for fami-
lies with children trapped in failing schools.”

“The federal government should not be in the business 
of originating student loans … Private sector participa-
tion in student financing should be welcomed.”

“We renew our call for replacing ‘family planning’ pro-
grams for teens with abstinence education.”

“We are committed to ensuring that every child in 
America has access to a world-class public education so 
we can out-educate the world and make sure America 
has the world’s highest proportion of college graduates 
by 2020 … This requires excellence at every level of our 
education system, from early learning through post-sec-
ondary education. It means we must close the achieve-
ment gap in America’s schools and ensure that in every 
neighborhood in the country, children can benefit from 
high-quality educational opportunities.

“Democrats support evidence-based and age appropri-
ate sex education.”

Energy

“The Republican Party is committed to domestic energy 
independence ... The role of public officials must be to 
encourage responsible development across the board. 
Unlike the current Administration, we will not pick 
winners and losers in the energy marketplace. Instead, 
we will let the free market and the public’s preferences 
determine the industry outcomes … [We] advocate an 
all-of-the-above diversified approach, taking advantage 
of all our American God-given resources … We will end 
the EPA’s war on coal and encourage the increased safe 
development in all regions of the nation’s coal resources, 
the jobs it produces, and the affordable, reliable energy 
that it provides for America. Further, we oppose any and 
all cap and trade legislation.”

“We can move towards a sustainable energy-indepen-
dent future if we harness all of America’s great natural 
resources. That means an all-of-the-above approach to 
developing America’s many energy resources, including 
wind, solar, biofuels, geothermal, hydropower, nuclear, 
oil, clean coal, and natural gas. President Obama has en-
couraged innovation to reach his goal of generating 80 
percent of our electricity from clean energy sources by 
2035 … Democrats support making America the world’s 
leader in building a clean energy economy by extending 
clean energy incentives that support American business-
es and American jobs in communities across the country.”

Environment

“The environment is getting cleaner and healthier … 
Efforts to reduce pollution, encourage recycling, educate 
the public, and avoid ecological degradation have been 
a success. To ensure their continued support by the 
American people, however, we need a dramatic change 
in the attitude of officials in Washington, a shift from a 
job-killing punitive mentality to a spirit of cooperation 
with producers, landowners, and the public.”

“Legislation to restore the authority of States in environ-
mental protection is essential.”

[The platform includes no references to climate change]

“Democrats are committed to balancing environmental 
protection with development, and that means preserv-
ing sensitive public lands from exploration … [We] will 
continue to work with local communities to conserve our 
publicly-owned lands and dramatically expand invest-
ments in conserving and restoring forests, grasslands, 
and wetlands across America for generations to come.

“We know that global climate change is one of the biggest 
threats of this generation – an economic, environmental, 
and national security catastrophe in the making. We affirm 
the science of climate change, commit to significantly 
reducing the pollution that causes [it], and know we have 
to meet this challenge by driving smart policies that lead 
to greater growth in clean energy generation and result in 
a range of economic and social benefits.”
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Today’s Political Parties
 ❙ Source http://ww2.kqed.org/lowdown/2014/10/21/worlds-apart-where-republicans-and-democrats-stand-on-11-key-issues/ *

REPUBLICANS DEMOCRATS

Firearms

“We uphold the right of individuals to keep and bear 
arms... We acknowledge, support, and defend the 
law-abiding citizen’s God-given right of self-defense ... 
This also includes the right to obtain and store ammuni-
tion without registration.”

“We believe that the right to own firearms is subject to 
reasonable regulation … We can work together to enact 
commonsense improvements – like reinstating the as-
sault weapons ban and closing the gun show loophole.”

Foreign 
Policy

“The Republican Party is the advocate for a strong 
national defense as the pathway to peace, economic 
prosperity, and the protection of those yearning to be 
free. Since the end of World War II, American military 
superiority has been the cornerstone of a strategy that 
seeks to deter aggression or defeat those who threaten 
our national security interests.”

“The current Administration’s most recent National Secu-
rity Strategy reflects the extreme elements in its liberal 
domestic coalition. It is a budget-constrained blueprint 
that, if fully implemented, will diminish the capability of 
our Armed Forces. The strategy significantly increases 
the risk of future conflict by declaring to our adversaries 
that we will no longer maintain the forces necessary to 
fight and win more than one conflict at a time.”

“Under [our] leadership, the tide of war is now receding, 
and America is looking ahead to a new future … These 
actions have enabled a broader strategic rebalancing 
of American foreign policy. After more than a decade at 
war, we can focus on nation-building here at home and 
concentrate our resources and attention abroad on the 
areas that are the greatest priority moving forward. This 
means directing more energy toward crucial problems, 
including longstanding threats like nuclear proliferation 
and emerging dangers such as cyber attacks, biologi-
cal weapons, climate change, and transnational crime. 
[We] know that there is no greater responsibility than 
protecting the American people. We also understand the 
indispensable role [we] must continue to play in promot-
ing international peace and prosperity.”

Healthcare/ 
Contraception

“Congressional Republicans are committed to 
[Obamacare’s] repeal; and a Republican President, on the 
first day of office, will use his legitimate waiver author-
ity under that law to halt its progress and then sign its 
repeal. Then the American people, through the free mar-
ket, can advance affordable and responsible healthcare 
reform that meets the needs and concerns of patients 
and providers.”

“Through Obamacare, the current Administration has 
promoted the notion of abortion as healthcare. We, 
however, affirm the dignity of women by protecting the 
sanctity of human life … We support the ability of all or-
ganizations to provide, purchase, or enroll in healthcare 
coverage consistent with their religious, moral or ethical 
convictions without discrimination or penalty.”

“We believe accessible, affordable, high quality health 
care is part of the American promise, that Americans 
should have the security that comes with good health 
care, and that no one should go broke because they get 
sick. Over the determined opposition of Republicans, we 
enacted landmark reforms that are already helping mil-
lions of Americans, and more benefits will come soon.”

“No law is perfect … but we are committed to moving 
forward … We refuse to go back to the days when health 
insurance companies had unchecked power to cancel 
your health policy, deny you coverage, or charge women 
more than men.”

“The Affordable Care Act ensures that women have ac-
cess to contraception in their health insurance plans.”

Immigration

“In an age of terrorism, drug cartels, human trafficking, 
and criminal gangs, the presence of millions of uniden-
tified persons in the country poses grave risks to the 
safety and sovereignty of the United States. Our highest 
priority, therefore, is to secure the rule of law both at our 
borders and at ports of entry.

[We] oppose any form of amnesty for those who, by 
intentionally violating the law, disadvantage those who 
have obeyed it. Granting amnesty only rewards and 
encourages more law breaking.

“We insist upon enforcement at the workplace through 
verification systems so that jobs can be available to all 
legal workers … State enforcement efforts in the work-
place must be welcomed, not attacked.”

“[We] know there is broad consensus to repair [the immi-
gration] system and strengthen our economy, and that 
the country urgently needs comprehensive immigration 
reform that brings undocumented immigrants out of 
the shadows and requires them to get right with the law, 
learn English, and pay taxes in order to get on a path to 
earn citizenship. We need an immigration reform that cre-
ates a system for allocating visas that meets our economic 
needs, keeps families together, and enforces the law.”

“President Obama and the Democrats fought for the 
DREAM Act, legislation ensuring that young people who 
want to contribute fully to our society and serve our 
country are able to become legal residents and ultimately 
citizens.”
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Today’s Political Parties
 ❙ Source http://ww2.kqed.org/lowdown/2014/10/21/worlds-apart-where-republicans-and-democrats-stand-on-11-key-issues/ *

REPUBLICANS DEMOCRATS

Labor

“We support the right of states to enact right-to-work 
laws and encourage them to do so to promote greater 
economic liberty. Ultimately, we support the enactment 
of a national right-to-work law to promote worker free-
dom and to promote greater economic liberty.”

“[We] believe the right to organize and collectively bar-
gain is a fundamental American value; every American 
should have a voice on the job and a chance to negotiate 
for a fair day’s pay after a hard day’s work. We will contin-
ue to fight for the right of all workers to … join a union.”

Marriage

“Congressional Republicans took the lead in enacting 
the Defense of Marriage Act, affirming the right of States 
and the federal government not to recognize same-sex 
relationships licensed in other jurisdictions …We reaffirm 
our support for a Constitutional amendment defining 
marriage as the union of one man and one woman.”

“We support marriage equality and support the move-
ment to secure equal treatment under law for same-sex 
couples ... We support the full repeal of the so-called 
Defense of Marriage Act and the passage of the Respect 
for Marriage Act.”

Taxes

“Taxes, by their very nature, reduce a citizen’s freedom. 
Their proper role in a free society should be to fund ser-
vices that are essential and authorized by the Constitu-
tion, such as national security, and the care of those who 
cannot car for themselves. We reject the use of taxation 
to redistribute income, fund unnecessary or ineffective 
programs, or foster the crony capitalism that corrupts 
both politicians and corporations.”

“We condemn attempts by activist judges … to seize the 
power of the purse by ordering higher taxes. We oppose 
tax policies that divide Americans or promote class 
warfare.”

“President Obama will extend key tax relief for working 
families and those paying for college, while asking the 
wealthiest and corporations to pay their fair share.”

“We are committed to reforming our tax code so that it is 
fairer and simpler, creating a tax code that lives up to the 
Buffet Rule so no millionaire pays a smaller share of his or 
her income in taxes than middle-class families do.”
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The Birth of American Parties (Happy Birthday Party!)

In the 1790’s, differing views on foreign and economic policy began to plant the seeds for the first two political parties 
in America: the Federalists and the Democratic-Republicans.

Because you have already learned about the differences between the two parties, we are going to see if you can guess 
how certain events during Washington’s and Adams’ presidencies led to the parties.

The Jay Treaty
Using the website https://goo.gl/GLcLNh * answer the following questions:

1. After the Revolutionary War, what were the three major tensions between the U.S. and Great Britain? 

                

                

               

2. Who did Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton support?      

3. Who did Washington send to negotiate peace with the British?      

4. Who does it look like got the most out of the Jay Treaty: Great Britain or the U.S.? Why? 

                

                

                

                

               

5. Knowing that the Federalists were pro-British and the Democratic-Republicans were pro-French, 
which party would oppose this treaty with Great Britain? 
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XYZ: An Affair to Remember
Using the following website answer the following questions: https://goo.gl/qn4zSj

1. Why was the French government angry at the United States? 

                

                

              

2. Who were the three men President John Adams dispatched to restore peace with France? 

                

                

               

3. The three men were not able to meet directly with Marquis de Talleyrand, so they had to meet with 
the French agents X, Y, Z. What did these agents demand from the Americans? 

                

                

                

               

4. Did the U.S. envoys accept the demands of the French?       

5. Why would the Democratic-Republicans not support the fact that Adams was preparing for war with 
the French? 
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The Election of 1800
Using the website http://goo.gl/j0coU5 * answer the following questions:

1. Who were the main candidates in the Election of 1800? 

                

               

2.  Overall, what did the Federalists and Democratic-Republicans want? 

                

                

               

3.  Since no candidate received a majority in the Electoral College, who chose the president? 

                

                

               

4. Why was it odd that Hamilton supported Jefferson? Why did he support him? 

                

                

                

               

5. Who was the “main shaper of the Constitution” who switched from a Federalist to a  
Democratic-Republican? 

                

                

               

6. The Election of 1800 is remembered as the “first         

         between opposing parties in the United States.” 
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The Birth of American Parties (Happy Birthday Party!)  -  REVIEW
Identify whether the issue or person was SUPPORTED or OPPOSED by the first two political parties.

ISSUE FEDERALIST DEMOCRATIC-REPUBLICAN

THE JAY  
TREATY

XYZ AFFAIR 
(undeclared

 war on France)

Thomas  
Jefferson

John  
Adams

Alexander 
Hamilton

James  
Madison
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The Active Classroom

COMPREHENSIVE POST ASSESSMENT 
Approximate Time: One half of a 90 minute block or one 45 minute block

First Political Parties Sorting Review
For this review activity, you will need to (i) cut up the student handout that lists the issues concerning the Federal-
ist and Democratic-Republican parties, and (ii) place them in plastic cups for students to dump out on their desks 
and sort by the correct classification. This sorting activity may be completed by individual students, but it is best to 
have them do it in pairs (it is less work copying and cutting up the strips!). Students will (i) place the “FEDERALIST” 
and “DEMOCRATIC-REPUBLICAN” strips at the top of their desks, and (ii) sort the remaining 20 strips underneath the 
correct party. There are some items that may belong to both parties or neither party. Students should guess where 
these items go and explain why. Awarding prizes to the teams that finish first and are accurate makes this activity even 
better! For more intense review, have students do it a few times until they get faster and more accurate. As the stu-
dents complete placing the strips, have them notify you so you can check their work. You or the students may take a 
photograph of their work with a cell phone to memorialize their first try, and then repeat to memorialize the addition-
al work. Both you and the students can see the improvement. You could also have students send you the picture of 
their attempts, so that you could display it on an LCD projector for the class and discuss why issues were placed under 
a political party.

Struggling Learners: Perform this activity together as a class first by (i) passing out the 20 different strips to 20 dif-
ferent students, (ii) placing the two parties on the board, (iii) having students individually place their items under the 
correct party, and (iv) discussing why each item belongs in the place assigned. Once you have discussed each item, 
students should pair up and complete the activity as described above.

Advanced Learners: If time allows, students should research the history of political parties in America using the 
website https://goo.gl/wKQpJC that lists the history of the major political parties up to present day. Students should 
work in groups to create a poster illustrating the progression of political parties over time. Posters should show correct 
sequencing and cause and effect of the creation and destruction of political parties. Posters should also be colorful 
and include pictures or symbols.

Federalist Democratic-Republican BOTH
Supported Slavery, 

Supported Expanding into 
American Indian Territory

NEITHER
Supported Women’s 
Rights—not an issue  

at the time

John Adams Thomas Jefferson 

Alexander Hamilton James Madison

Strong National Government Weak National Government

Commercial Economy Agricultural Economy

Supported by Bankers  
in the Northeast

Supported by Farmers, Artisans,  
and Frontiersmen in the South

Supported Bank of the United States Opposed Bank of the United States

Supported the Jay Treaty Opposed the Jay Treaty

Supported the Undeclared War on France Opposed the Undeclared War on France

Candidate Won the Election of 1800



FEDERALIST

DEMOCRATIC-REPUBLICAN

John Adams Thomas Jefferson

Alexander Hamilton James Madison

Strong National Government Weak National Government

Commercial Economy Agricultural Economy

Supported By Bankers  
In Northeast

Supported By Farmers, Artisans, 
Frontiersmen In South

Supported  
Bank Of The United States

Opposed  
Bank Of The United States

Supported The Jay Treaty Opposed The Jay Treaty

Supported The Undeclared  
War On France

Opposed The Undeclared  
War On France

Supported Expanding Into  
American Indian Territory

Candidate Won The  
Election Of 1800

Supported Women’s Rights Supported Slavery
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FEDERALIST

DEMOCRATIC-REPUBLICAN

John Adams Thomas Jefferson

Alexander Hamilton James Madison

Strong National Government Weak National Government

Commercial Economy Agricultural Economy

Supported By Bankers  
In Northeast

Supported By Farmers, Artisans, 
Frontiersmen In South

Supported  
Bank Of The United States

Opposed  
Bank Of The United States

Supported The Jay Treaty Opposed The Jay Treaty

Supported The Undeclared  
War On France

Opposed The Undeclared  
War On France

Supported Expanding Into  
American Indian Territory

Candidate Won The  
Election Of 1800

Supported Women’s Rights Supported Slavery

Quotes on Political Parties

James Madison’s Federalist 10
Excerpt:  “A zeal for different opinions concerning religion, concerning government, and many other points, as well of 
speculation as of practice; an attachment to different leaders ambitiously contending for pre-eminence and power; or 
to persons of other descriptions whose fortunes have been interesting to the human passions, have, in turn, divided 
mankind into parties, inflamed them with mutual animosity, and rendered them much more disposed to vex and op-
press each other than to co-operate for their common good. So strong is this propensity of mankind to fall into mutual 
animosities, that where no substantial occasion presents itself, the most frivolous and fanciful distinctions have been 
sufficient to kindle their unfriendly passions and excite their most violent conflicts. But the most common and dura-
ble source of factions has been the various and unequal distribution of property. Those who hold and those who are 
without property have ever formed distinct interests in society. Those who are creditors, and those who are debtors, fall 
under a like discrimination. A landed interest, a manufacturing interest, a mercantile interest, a moneyed interest, with 
many lesser interests, grow up of necessity in civilized nations, and divide them into different classes, actuated by differ-
ent sentiments and views. The regulation of these various and interfering interests forms the principal task of modern 
legislation, and involves the spirit of party and faction in the necessary and ordinary operations of the government.”

George Washington’s Farewell Address
Excerpt: “ the common and continual mischiefs of the spirit of party are sufficient to make it the interest and duty of a 
wise people to discourage and restrain it.”

John Adams, letter to Jonathan Jackson, October 2, 1789
Excerpt: “There is nothing which I dread so much as a division of the republic into two great parties, each arranged 
under its leader, and concerting measures in opposition to each other. This, in my humble apprehension, is to be 
dreaded as the greatest political evil under our Constitution”

Thomas Jefferson to John Taylor, 1798
Excerpt: "In every free and deliberating society, there must, from the nature of man, be opposite parties, and violent 
dissensions and discords; and one of these, for the most part, must prevail over the other for a longer or shorter time." 

Thomas Jefferson to John Dickinson, 1801
Excerpt: "The greatest good we can do our country is to heal its party divisions and make them one people." 
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