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High School US/VA Government
Objectives: Students will be able to:

 f read a current event and apply it to the Rule of Law

 f  identify the four universal principles of the Rule of Law

 f identify sections of the English Petition of Right and understand how it established the ideal of the Rule of Law in England

 f  interpret quotes from different political figures on the Rule of Law

 f  create their own quote on the Rule of Law

 f  create a blog explaining the impact of the Rule of Law on democracy

2015 Standards
Virginia SOL: GOVT.2b Early document supporting the idea that men have rights and establishing the concept 

of rule of law (English Petition of Right).

GOVT.4c Fundamental principles of the Constitution: Rule of Law. The Constitution of the United 
States is supreme, and all individuals are accountable under the law.

GOVT.1l Create a blog that explores the greatest impact on democracy: Rule of law or limited 
government. Use evidence and data to support the argument.

National: NSS-C.9-12.1 Civic Life, Politics & Government

NSS-C.9-12.2 Foundations of the Political System

NSS-C.9-12.3 Principles of Democracy

Approx. Time: Two 90 minute blocks or four 45 minute blocks.

Hook: Begin by asking students what they know about President Trump’s travel ban from certain Muslim countries. 
For background information on the two travel bans and the recent Supreme Court ruling see: https://goo.gl/wjT9qW. 
After allowing them to discuss this topic for a few minutes, pair the students and, if the students have devices, have 
them go to the website: https://goo.gl/sbsY9m or hand out the NPR article “4th Circuit Court Ruling Keeps Trump's 
Travel Ban On Hold.” 

Depending on their background knowledge, discuss what the United States Circuit Court of Appeals for the Fourth 
Circuit is and where it is located. Once they have an understanding of the 4th Circuit, have the pairs read the article, 
discuss it, and prepare to share their thoughts with the class. 
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For the discussion, focus on these particular issues:

1.  What did Trump’s executive orders do?

2.  What was the ruling of the 4th Circuit, and how many judges ruled that way?

3.  What does Chief Judge Gregory say is the primary purpose of the travel bans?

4.  What clause in the Constitution does Chief Judge Gregory say is being violated?

5.  What does Attorney General Jeff Sessions say is the primary purpose of the travel bans?

6.  Can the President of the United States create policies that violate the U.S. Constitution?

With that last question, inform the students that today they will be learning about the concept of the Rule of Law.

The Law Totally Rules 
Students will 

 f  research and describe the four principles of the Rule of Law and apply them to the United States; 

 f  identify sections of the English Petition of Right and understand how it established the idea of the Rule of Law;

 f  research and record where the U.S. ranks among the world as far as the Rule of Law. 

Rule of Law: Walk the Talk
Print out the research materials showing the ten quotes from various political figures and place them around your 
room. Give the students the Rule of Law: Walk the Talk handout. Have students look up who each person is, if they can, 
or discuss each person first so the students have some background knowledge of the person being quoted. Students 
will walk around the room individually to each quote and (i) write down their interpretation of the quote, and (ii) how 
it pertains to the Rule of Law. Last, students will write their own quote about the Rule of Law and share with the class.

Post Assessment: Students will interpret 10 quotes from various political figures on the Rule of Law while moving 
around the room, and then create their own quote. Students will also revisit the topic of the travel ban by reading 
an article outlining the major events of the travel bans and their legal challenges. Students will complete a timeline 
demonstrating how the Rule of Law has been applied over time and reflect on it with a written response.

Struggling Learners: Students should work in pairs or small groups to interpret primary source documents and 
quotes and then come up with a common quote for the group. Students may also need more help from the teacher 
identifying the people and defining the more difficult vocabulary terms. Pairs should also work together completing 
the timeline and reflection on the Rule of Law.

Advanced Learners: Students will create an online blog explaining the impact of the Rule of Law on democracy using 
evidence and data to support their work.
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The Law Totally Rules! 
In the United States, our government is based on the idea that the Constitution of the United States is supreme, and all 
individuals are accountable under the law. This is the idea of the Rule of Law, but this idea was not new to America.

Using the World Justice Project website https://goo.gl/XU4yfb or the handout, describe the four universal principles of 
the Rule of Law.

1.              
             
             

2.              
             
             

3.              
             
             

4.              
             
             

The idea of the Rule of Law can trace its beginning back to the English Petition of Right of 1628 where parliament, 
for the first time, tried to restrict the power of the king and grant more rights to English citizens. Using the American 
History website https://goo.gl/PBpcpg or the Petition of Right handout identify and write two examples of the idea of 
the Rule of Law found in the Petition of Right.

1.              
             
             

2.              
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Now that you know basically what the Rule of Law means, in a few words, describe how the Rule of Law 
exists in America. Think about our government, elections, and even laws in Virginia and your locality.

             
             

How do you think the United States ranks in the world as far as the Rule of Law?  

Are we in the top 10? 20? 50? Write your guess.        

Now, using the U.S. News article on the website below or the handout, write down the top 10 countries 
and what number the United States ranks.

 ❙ Link: https://goo.gl/5vNiw3

1.       6.       

2.       7.       

3.       8.       

4.       9.       

5.       10.       

United States is number    Were you suprised?     

What does the article say are America’s weaknesses and strengths when it comes to the Rule of Law?

Weaknesses:             
             

Strengths:             
             

Why do you think the idea of the Rule of Law is so important in the United States? How does it affect you?
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Rule of Law: Walk the Talk 
Remember, the idea of the Rule of Law is that everyone from the president down to the ordinary citizen is accountable 
to the law and that law must be just and fair and applied evenly.

As you walk around the room, find the quote from the person listed below. You need to read the quote and then write 
a short explanation for it, focusing on the Rule of Law. However, before you do this, you should find out who the person 
is. If you already know them, write down a brief description of who they are under “Bio” and, if you do not know them, 
then use your device or a computer to quickly look them up. If there are words you do not know, look them up as well!

Jesse Ventura
Bio

       
       
       
       
        

Meaning of Quote

       
       
       
       
        

Sandra Day O’Connor
Bio

       
       
       
       
        

Meaning of Quote

       
       
       
       
        

Mark McKinnon
Bio

       
       
       
       
        

Meaning of Quote

       
       
       
       
        

ST
U

D
EN

T 
H

A
N

D
O

U
T



JUSTICE IN THE CLASSROOM      The RULE OF LAW      HIGH SCHOOL

JUSTICEINTHECL ASSROOM.NET           ©2018 THE JOHN MARSHALL FOUNDATION

TROL-HS6
Last Update: July 31, 2018

Websites cited within lesson plans are for instructional purposes only and should be used with the guidance of professional educational personnel.

* This website is used  for instructional purposes only and is not supported or endorsed by The John Marshall Foundation.

The
RULE

OF
LAW

HS Principles of  The Rule of Law in American Government 

ST
U

D
EN

T 
H

A
N

D
O

U
T

Julian Assange
Bio

       
       
       
       
        

Meaning of Quote

       
       
       
       
        

Dwight D. Eisenhower
Bio

       
       
       
       
        

Meaning of Quote

       
       
       
       
        

Chief Justice John Marshall
Bio

       
       
       
       
        

Meaning of Quote

       
       
       
       
        

James Comey
Bio

       
       
       
       
        

Meaning of Quote
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Trey Gowdy
Bio

       
       
       
       
        

Meaning of Quote

       
       
       
       
        

Dave Brat
Bio

       
       
       
       
        

Meaning of Quote

       
       
       
       
        

Cheryl Mills
Bio

       
       
       
       
        

Meaning of Quote

       
       
       
       
        

Now, it’s YOUR turn! In the space below, write your own quote on how you see the Rule of Law. Don’t just write a 
definition, instead think of how the Rule of Law affects your life.

Write Quote

       
       
       
       
        

Meaning of Quote
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The Rule of Law: Trump Travel Ban and the Federal Courts
Using the website https://goo.gl/myNpvk or the handout “A Timeline of Trump’s Immigration Executive Order & Legal 
Challenges” complete the timeline below that shows the progression of the travel bans and the legal challenges they 
have faced. Write the event with a brief explanation (the first one has been done).

Jan. 27, 2017  
President Trump 
issues an executive 
order that barred 
all travelers from 
seven countries 
from entering the 
U.S. even if they had 
green cards.

Friday, Feb. 3 Monday, Feb. 6 Thursday, Feb. 9

Monday, March 6 Wednesday, March 15 Wednesday, March 29 Thursday, May 25  
The 4th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals 
rules that Trump’s 
travel ban should 
be kept on hold, 
maintaining 
a nationwide 
preliminary 
injunction.

Tuesday, June 13 Monday, June 26 June 26, 2018
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The Rule of Law: Trump Travel Ban and the Federal Courts
To have a better understanding of what is happening, define the following terms using a textbook, dictionary, or device:

1.  Stay (in the legal sense):           

2.  Restraining order:            

3.  Injunction:             

What happened in October 2017?          

             

             

             

             

             

How does this demonstrate the idea of the Rule of Law?        

             

             

             

             

             

What are your thoughts on the travel ban? Should the President be allowed to ban certain groups of 

people from entering the country? Why? Why not?        

             

             

             

             

             

             

ST
U

D
EN

T 
H

A
N

D
O

U
T



JUSTICE IN THE CLASSROOM      The RULE OF LAW      HIGH SCHOOL

JUSTICEINTHECL ASSROOM.NET           ©2018 THE JOHN MARSHALL FOUNDATION

TROL-HS20
Last Update: July 31, 2018

Websites cited within lesson plans are for instructional purposes only and should be used with the guidance of professional educational personnel.

* This website is used  for instructional purposes only and is not supported or endorsed by The John Marshall Foundation.

The
RULE

OF
LAW

HS Principles of  The Rule of Law in American Government 

as an untiring sentinel for the protection of one of our most cherished 
founding principles — that government shall not establish any reli-
gious orthodoxy, or favor or disfavor one religion over another," the 
ruling read. While the president has broad power over immigration, 
"that power is not absolute. It cannot go unchecked," the court said.

And claims of national security are not a "silver bullet" to defeat any 
arguments against a decision, the judges ruled.

Thursday afternoon, Attorney General Jeff Sessions issued a response 
to the ruling, saying the executive order was "well within [the presi-
dent's] lawful authority "to keep the Nation safe":

"The Department of Justice strongly disagrees with the decision of 
the divided court, which blocks the President's efforts to strengthen 
this country's national security. As the dissenting judges explained, 
the executive order is a constitutional exercise of the President's 
duty to protect our communities from terrorism. The President is 
not required to admit people from countries that sponsor or shelter 
terrorism, until he determines that they can be properly vetted and 
do not pose a security risk to the United States."

Sessions also said his department would ask the Supreme Court to 
review the ruling.

The judges did overturn one small part of the injunction — name-
ly, the bit where it specifically applied to one Donald Trump. The 
injunction covered the entire administration, but also Trump as an 
individual, which the judges say was inappropriate. So now he is no 
longer singled out — which, the court says, should not affect the 
enforcement of the injunction.

Three judges dissented, saying they would vacate the injunction.

As NPR's Carrie Johnson has reported, judges in the 4th Circuit had 
focused on Trump's own words about a "Muslim ban" as they heard 
arguments over the case earlier this month.

"Judges on the court ... returned over and over to remarks made by 
Trump during the campaign," she wrote after that hearing. "Judges 
also noted the presence on the Trump campaign website of the 
'Muslim ban' promise, which was only taken down Monday afternoon 
after it was brought up in the daily White House briefing."

One of the legal battles over the travel ban, whether this case or a 
similar lawsuit before another court, is expected to ultimately land 
before the U.S. Supreme Court. And if the high court agrees to hear 
the case, arguments wouldn't begin before the fall term.

 ❙ Source: https://goo.gl/dKTRaS
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May 25, 2017 2:30 PM ET CAMILA DOMONOSKE

The 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals has ruled that President Trump's 
controversial travel ban should be kept on hold, maintaining a nation-
wide preliminary injunction that blocks key elements of the executive 
order from being enforced.

A 13-judge panel of the court heard arguments over the ban earlier 
this month. In Thursday's decision, the chief judge writes that the 
travel ban "drips with religious intolerance, animus, and discrimina-
tion."

Trump has signed two executive orders restricting travelers from 
a handful of majority-Muslim countries and putting a temporary 
moratorium on refugees. The first prompted chaos and was swiftly 
challenged in court. It was replaced by a second order, which omitted 
references to religion and explicitly exempted green card holders. 
That one, too, was promptly challenged in court and its central 
provisions have never gone into effect.

The second executive order — "EO-2," as the court dubbed it — is 
the one that was under consideration by the 4th Circuit as well as 
several other courtrooms across the country.

The issue at hand: whether a lower court acted properly in issuing a 
nationwide injunction to keep the order from being enforced. That 
means the court was not directly ruling on the travel ban's constitu-
tionality. But to rule on the injunction, the judges had to evaluate the 
strength of the case against the ban.

They decided the arguments against the executive order were strong 
indeed.

The judges ruled 10-3 on Thursday to "affirm in substantial part" the ear-
lier decisions that have kept the controversial ban from going into effect.

In their decision, they drew on the "backdrop of public statements 
by the President and his advisers and representatives" to conclude 
that lawyers have a good chance of proving in court that Trump was 
motivated by religious animus when he signed the order.

The judges "remain unconvinced" that the travel ban had "more to do 
with national security than it does with effectuating the President's 
promised Muslim ban."

"We find that the reasonable observer would likely conclude that EO-
2's primary purpose is to exclude persons from the United States on 
the basis of their religious beliefs," Chief Judge Roger Gregory wrote 
on behalf of the majority.

"Surely the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment yet stands 

4th Circuit Court Ruling Keeps Trump's Travel Ban On Hold
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by any charge or imposition called a benevolence, nor by such like 
charge; by which statutes before mentioned, and other the good laws 
and statutes of this realm, your subjects have inherited this freedom, 
that they should not be compelled to contribute to any tax, tallage, 
aid, or other like charge not set by common consent, in parliament.

II. Yet nevertheless of late divers commissions directed to sundry 
commissioners in several counties, with instructions, have issued; by 
means whereof your people have been in divers places assembled, 
and required to lend certain sums of money unto your Majesty, and 
many of them, upon their refusal so to do, have had an oath adminis-
tered unto them not warrantable by the laws or statutes of this realm, 
and have been constrained to become bound and make appearance 
and give utterance before your Privy Council and in other places, and 
others of them have been therefore imprisoned, confined, and sundry 
other ways molested and disquieted; and divers other charges have 
been laid and levied upon your people in several counties by lord 
lieutenants, deputy lieutenants, commissioners for musters, justices 
of peace and others, by command or direction from your Majesty, or 
your Privy Council, against the laws and free custom of the realm.

III. And whereas also by the statute called 'The Great Charter of the 
Liberties of England,' it is declared and enacted, that no freeman may 
be taken or imprisoned or be disseized of his freehold or liberties, 
or his free customs, or be outlawed or exiled, or in any manner 
destroyed, but by the lawful judgment of his peers, or by the law of 
the land.

IV. And in the eight-and-twentieth year of the reign of King Edward 
III, it was declared and enacted by authority of parliament, that no 
man, of what estate or condition that he be, should be put out of his 
land or tenements, nor taken, nor imprisoned, nor disinherited nor 
put to death without being brought to answer by due process of law.

V. Nevertheless, against the tenor of the said statutes, and other the 
good laws and statutes of your realm to that end provided, divers 
of your subjects have of late been imprisoned without any cause 
showed; and when for their deliverance they were brought before 
your justices by your Majesty's writs of habeas corpus, there to under-
go and receive as the court should order, and their keepers command-
ed to certify the causes of their detainer, no cause was certified, but 
that they were detained by your Majesty's special command, signified 
by the lords of your Privy Council, and yet were returned back to 
several prisons, without being charged with anything to which they 
might make answer according to the law.

The Four Universal Principles
The World Justice Project's definition of the rule of law is comprised of the 
following four universal principles:

1. The government and its officials and agents as well as 
individuals and private entities are accountable under 
the law.

2.  The laws are clear, publicized, stable, and just; are ap-
plied evenly; and protect fundamental rights, includ-
ing the security of persons and property and certain 
core human rights.

3.  The process by which the laws are enacted, adminis-
tered, and enforced is accessible, fair, and efficient.

4.  Justice is delivered timely by competent, ethical, and 
independent representatives and neutrals who are 
of sufficient number, have adequate resources, and 
reflect the makeup of the communities they serve.

These four universal principles constitute a working definition of the rule 
of law. They were developed in accordance with internationally accepted 
standards and norms, and were tested and refined in consultation with a 
wide variety of experts worldwide.

 ❙ Source: https://goo.gl/ZCtfNS

Petition of Right 1628

The Petition exhibited to his Majesty by the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
concerning divers Rights and Liberties of the Subjects, with the King's 
Majesty's royal answer thereunto in full Parliament.

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty,

Humbly show unto our Sovereign Lord the King, the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons in Parliament assembles, that whereas 
it is declared and enacted by a statute made in the time of the reign 
of King Edward I, commonly called Stratutum de Tellagio non Conce-
dendo, that no tallage or aid shall be laid or levied by the king or his 
heirs in this realm, without the good will and assent of the archbish-
ops, bishops, earls, barons, knights, burgesses, and other the freemen 
of the commonalty of this realm; and by authority of parliament 
holden in the five-and-twentieth year of the reign of King Edward III, 
it is declared and enacted, that from thenceforth no person should 
be compelled to make any loans to the king against his will, because 
such loans were against reason and the franchise of the land; and by 
other laws of this realm it is provided, that none should be charged 

World Justice Project: What Is the Rule of Law?  
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VI. And whereas of late great companies of soldiers and mariners have 
been dispersed into divers counties of the realm, and the inhabitants 
against their wills have been compelled to receive them into their 
houses, and there to suffer them to sojourn against the laws and 
customs of this realm, and to the great grievance and vexation of the 
people. (PETITION OF RIGHT 1628:8)

VII. And whereas also by authority of parliament, in the 
five-and-twentieth year of the reign of King Edward III, it is declared 
and enacted, that no man shall be forejudged of life or limb against 
the form of the Great Charter and the law of the land; and by the 
said Great Charter and other the laws and statutes of this your realm, 
no man ought to be adjudged to death but by the laws established 
in this your realm, either by the customs of the same realm, or by 
acts of parliament: and whereas no offender of what kind soever is 
exempted from the proceedings to be used, and punishments to be 
inflicted by the laws and statutes of this your realm; nevertheless 
of late time divers commissions under your Majesty's great seal 
have issued forth, by which certain persons have been assigned 
and appointed commissioners with power and authority to proceed 
within the land, according to the justice of martial law, against such 
soldiers or mariners, or other dissolute persons joining with them, as 
should commit any murder, robbery, felony, mutiny, or other outrage 
or misdemeanor whatsoever, and by such summary course and order 
as is agreeable to martial law, and is used in armies in time of war, to 
proceed to the trial and condemnation of such offenders, and them 
to cause to be executed and put to death according to the law martial.

VIII. By pretext whereof some of your Majesty's subjects have been 
by some of the said commissioners put to death, when and where, if 
by the laws and statutes of the land they had deserved death, by the 
same laws and statutes also they might, and by no other ought to 
have been judged and executed.

IX. And also sundry grievous offenders, by color thereof claiming an 
exemption, have escaped the punishments due to them by the laws 
and statutes of this your realm, by reason that divers of your officers 
and ministers of justice have unjustly refused or forborne to proceed 
against such offenders according to the same laws and statutes, upon 
pretense that the said offenders were punishable only by martial law, 
and by authority of such commissions as aforesaid; which commis-
sions, and all other of like nature, are wholly and directly contrary to 
the said laws and statutes of this your realm.

X. They do therefore humbly pray your most excellent Majesty, that 
no man hereafter be compelled to make or yield any gift, loan, benev-
olence, tax, or such like charge, without common consent by act of 
parliament; and that none be called to make answer, or take such 
oath, or to give attendance, or be confined, or otherwise molested 
or disquieted concerning the same or for refusal thereof; and that no 
freeman, in any such manner as is before mentioned, be imprisoned 
or detained; and that your Majesty would be pleased to remove 
the said soldiers and mariners, and that your people may not be so 
burdened in time to come; and that the aforesaid commissions, for 
proceeding by martial law, may be revoked and annulled; and that 
hereafter no commissions of like nature may issue forth to any person 
or persons whatsoever to be executed as aforesaid, lest by color of 
them any of your Majesty's subjects be destroyed or put to death 
contrary to the laws and franchise of the land.

XI. All which they most humbly pray of your most excellent Majesty 
as their rights and liberties, according to the laws and statutes of this 
realm; and that your Majesty would also vouchsafe to declare, that 
the awards, doings, and proceedings, to the prejudice of your people 
in any of the premises, shall not be drawn hereafter into consequence 
or example; and that your Majesty would be also graciously pleased, 
for the further comfort and safety of your people, to declare your roy-
al will and pleasure, that in the things aforesaid all your officers and 
ministers shall serve you according to the laws and statutes of this 
realm, as they tender the honor of your Majesty, and the prosperity of 
this kingdom.

 ❙ Source: https://goo.gl/cPjKdd

World Justice Project: What Is the Rule of Law?  
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By Devon Haynie | News Editor Oct. 20, 2016, at 5:10 p.m. 

In the middle of a United States presidential election sea-
son, candidates are prone to talking about how the U.S. is 
the greatest country on earth. But when it comes to the 
rule of law, the U.S. may have some work to do, according 
to a new survey.

The U.S. ranks 18th among 113 countries in terms of how 
the rule of law is experienced by citizens, according to the 
World Justice Project's 2016 Rule of Law Index. And that 
was before a certain presidential candidate refused to say 
he would accept the election results.

The report, released Thursday, puts the U.S. behind coun-
tries like Estonia, the Czech Republic and Japan. The Nor-
dic countries – which often dominate such international 
ranking lists – grabbed the top spots. Venezuela fares the 
worst in the ranking, coming in right under Cambodia and 
Afghanistan.

The annual report surveyed more than 100,000 citizens 
and attorneys about constraints on government powers, 
absence of corruption, open government, fundamental 
rights, order and security, regulatory enforcement, civil 
justice and criminal justice.

While the U.S. scored within the top third of all countries, 
its performance was only average compared to other af-
fluent nations, says Alejandro Ponce, chief research officer 
at the World Justice Project.

The country had two key weaknesses, Ponce says. The first 
was the affordability of civil justice. “It is expensive com-
pared to other countries, particularly for poor people,” 
he says. The second was “equal treatment and absence 
of discrimination" – a finding that may seem unsurprising 
to some following more than two years of protest over 
police shootings of African-Americans.

In general, though, the U.S. scored well on most measure-
ments, including “lawful transition of power.” To earn a 
high score in this area – .83 out of 1 for the U.S. – a coun-
try’s leader must be elected through a “clean process” 
in accordance with its own laws or Constitution. Among 

U.S. News Article

U.S. Trails 17 Other Countries in Rule of Law Ranking But a nonprofit survey 
finds most believe the U.S. elections are the opposite of rigged.

other criteria, citizens should believe that they can vote 
freely, without facing harassment, pressure or fear.

Countries that earned the top spot in their regions includ-
ed Nepal, Georgia, South Africa, Uruguay, United Arab 
Emirates, New Zealand and Denmark.

The countries who moved the most in the survey, 
conducted since 2010, include Egypt, Iran and Argen-
tina. Compared to the 2015 survey, Egypt fell 13 posi-
tions, Iran rose 13 positions and Argentina increased 12. 
The number of countries has expanded each year, so 
those figures don't factor in the 11 countries that were 
added this year.

Here is a list of the top 10 countries in terms of the rule of 
law, according to the World Justice Project: 

Country Global Rank Overall Score

Denmark 1 0.89

Norway 2 0.88

Finland 3 0.87

Sweden 4 0.86

Netherlands 5 0.86

Germany 6 0.83

Austria 7 0.83

New Zealand 8 0.83

Singapore 9 0.82

United King-
dom

0 0.81

 ❙ Source: https://goo.gl/KTJhuW
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A timeline of Trump's immigration executive order and legal challenges
By MERIDITH MCGRAW ADAM KELSEY MEGHAN KENEALLY 
Jun 29, 2017, 12:22 PM ET

EXCERPTS
Friday, Jan. 27

At 4:39 p.m. on Friday at the Pentagon, Trump signed an 
executive order that promised to keep "radical Islamic 
terrorists out of the United States of America."

The order, named "Protecting the Nation from Foreign 
Terrorist Entry into the United States," took immediate 
effect to bar admission to the U.S. of all people with 
non-immigrant or immigrant visas from seven countries 
-- Iraq, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen -- for 
90 days. It also barred entry to all refugees from anywhere 
in the world for 120 days and placed an indefinite ban on 
refugees from war-torn Syria.

Hours after Trump signed his order, the public had not yet 
seen documents that described exactly how airports and 
government officials around the world would implement 
the new rules.

Sunday, Jan. 29

Federal lawsuits were filed in New York, Massachusetts, 
Virginia and Washington on behalf of travelers who were 
detained in airports in the United States. In airports over-
seas, many people hoping to come to the United States 
were turned away.

Despite the stay issued in Brooklyn Federal Court, the 
White House maintained that the order remained in place.

"It is the right and duty of the President to do everything 
in his legal and Constitutional power to protect the 
American people. Saturday’s ruling does not undercut 
the President's executive order," the White House said in a 
statement. "All stopped visas will remain stopped. All halt-
ed admissions will remain halted. All restricted travel will 
remain prohibited. The executive order is a vital action 
toward strengthening America’s borders, and therefore 
sovereignty. The order remains in place."

Monday, Jan. 30

Washington state Attorney General Bob Ferguson filed a 
lawsuit in the United States District Court in Seattle citing 

examples of residents impacted by the ban. The lawsuit 
included a separate emergency motion for a nationwide, 
temporary restraining order that would bar the enforce-
ment of parts of Trump’s executive order.

Friday, Feb. 3

U.S. Federal District Judge James Robart issued a restrain-
ing order on Friday to immediately halt Trump’s executive 
order nationwide, allowing travel to proceed as it did 
before the executive order was enacted.

The same day, Hawaii filed a lawsuit asking the court to 
block implementation of the executive order.

Saturday, Feb. 4

Late on Saturday, the Department of Justice filed an 
appeal to Judge Robart’s restraining order with the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco. The Trump ad-
ministration argued that the president is acting within his 
authority and that the ruling by Robart "second-guesses 
the President's national security judgment."

Sunday, Feb. 5

Early Sunday morning, the Ninth Circuit Court rejected 
the Justice Department's request for an emergency stay 
on the restraining order. The court asked for briefings 
from both parties to be filed on Monday by 6 p.m. before 
it makes a decision on the case.

Monday, Feb. 6

In a brief filed on Monday morning, Washington state and 
Minnesota argued that the executive order causes "irrep-
arable harm" to businesses, schools, family relations and 
state residents’ freedom to travel and is unconstitutional 
because it discriminates on the basis of religion. Fifteen 
other states joined in support of Minnesota and Wash-
ington, along with leaders of the tech world from Google, 
Facebook and Apple, in addition to the ACLU.

The Department of Justice, in a brief filed just before the 
6 p.m. deadline, said the travel restrictions are a matter of 
national security and the administration was excluding 
people from countries with ties to terrorism, not people of 
a certain religion.
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The revised order officially revoked the first travel ban as of 
the start of the new order, 10 days from its signing on March 
16. Immigration was suspended from Sudan, Syria, Iran, 
Libya, Somalia and Yemen for 90 days following the order's 
implementation, but Iraq was removed from the list.

The second draft signed by Trump also removed the 
indefinite ban on Syrian refugees and allowed for entry 
by those already in possession of a valid visa to enter the 
country, no matter their origin.

Wednesday, March 8

The state of Hawaii became the first state to challenge 
the revised executive order, setting into motion another 
round of legal challenges over the plan.

“This second executive order is infected with the same 
legal problems as the first order -- undermining bed-
rock constitutional and statutory guarantees,” the state 
claimed in its court filing.

The state alleged that the travel ban causes “immediate 
damage” to its economy and educational institutions and 
signaled an intention to seek a temporary restraining 
order to halt the ban before it took effect.

Wednesday, March 15

A week after Hawaii filed its case, U.S. District Judge 
Derrick Watson issued a temporary restraining order that 
prevented the travel ban from taking effect the following 
day. After hearing arguments earlier in the day, Watson 
wrote that "there was significant and unrebutted evi-
dence of religious animus driving the promulgation" of 
both the revised order and the original.

The judge further noted that "a reasonable, objective ob-
server … would conclude" that the ban "was issued with a 
purpose to disfavor a particular religion."

Speaking at a campaign-style rally in Nashville, Trump 
called the decision "an unprecedented judicial overreach" 
and a ruling made for "political reasons."

Saying that the latest executive order was "wa-
tered-down" and "tailored" to the objections raised by the 
previous version, Trump lambasted the court and said, 
"This ruling makes us look weak."

Tuesday, Feb. 7

On Tuesday evening, the Ninth Circuit heard oral argu-
ments from Justice Department lawyers and attorneys 
for the states of Washington and Minnesota. The hearing 
allowed each side to give 30-minute arguments.

Thursday, Feb. 9

On Thursday evening, those three federal judges (from 
the 9th Circuit) unanimously ruled to deny the Depart-
ment of Justice’s bid for an emergency stay.

In its unanimous decision, the judicial panel indicated that 
President Trump’s remarks on the campaign trail about 
implementing a ban on Muslims entering the United 
States if he was elected was a factor in their decision. The 
judges also held that the government failed to provide 
evidence that nationals from the seven affected countries 
had carried out attacks on U.S. soil.

“We hold that the Government has not shown a likelihood 
of success on the merits of its appeal, nor has it shown 
that failure to enter a stay would cause irreparable injury, 
and we therefore deny its emergency motion for a stay,” 
the panel, from the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, wrote in 
the decision Thursday.

Department of Justice lawyers argued the order was made 
on national security grounds and Washington District Court 
Judge James Robart’s issuance of a temporary restraining 
order pausing the ban nationwide was “overbroad.”

Thursday, Feb. 23

After a federal judge in New York ordered the govern-
ment to turn over a list of travelers affected by the first 
executive order, it emerges that 746 were "detained or 
processed" during the 26-hour period after Donnelly 
ruled that travelers could not be forced back to their origi-
nal destinations on Jan. 28.

Both Trump and Spicer had previously maintained that 
"only 109" were "detained and held" or "stopped" for 
"additional screening" or "questioning."

Monday, March 6

Trump signed the new executive order entitled, "Protect-
ing the Nation From Foreign Terrorist Entry into the U.S."

A timeline of Trump's immigration executive order and legal challenges



JUSTICE IN THE CLASSROOM      The RULE OF LAW      HIGH SCHOOL

JUSTICEINTHECL ASSROOM.NET           ©2018 THE JOHN MARSHALL FOUNDATION

TROL-HS26
Last Update: July 31, 2018

Websites cited within lesson plans are for instructional purposes only and should be used with the guidance of professional educational personnel.

* This website is used  for instructional purposes only and is not supported or endorsed by The John Marshall Foundation.

The
RULE

OF
LAW

HS Principles of  The Rule of Law in American Government 

ST
U

D
EN

T 
H

A
N

D
O

U
T

Thursday, March 16

In an additional case, a judge in Maryland handed down a na-
tionwide preliminary injunction on part of the executive order.

U.S. District Judge Theodore Chuang of Maryland argued the 
revised order was intended to discriminate against Muslims.

Wednesday, March 29

A federal judge in Hawaii extended the order blocking the 
travel ban until the state's lawsuit is resolved.

Hawaii State Attorney General Douglas Chin argued that 
the ban's message is like a "neon sign flashing 'Muslim 
ban, Muslim ban'" that the government did not turn off.

Hawaii argued two key points about the travel ban: that 
it discriminates against Muslims and that it will negatively 
impact the state's tourism industry.

The state argued that extending the temporary order 
ensures the constitutional rights of American Muslims are 
vindicated after "repeated stops and starts of the last two 
months."

But the U.S. government has argued that the travel ban is 
within its purview because it aids in the country's national 
security.

Tuesday, June 13

Trump’s second travel ban was still being largely 
blocked by the courts after the latest decision was hand-
ed down Monday, June 12.

The Ninth Circuit Court decided to uphold in large part 
the injunction on the second iteration of the travel ban, 
according to the ruling.

This revised version of the executive order suspended refu-
gee admissions for 120 days and barred people from six ma-
jority-Muslim nations from entering the United States for 90 
days while the administration reviewed vetting procedures.

A temporary restraining order was placed on this iteration 
in March in a case filed by the state of Hawaii.

"The president must make a sufficient finding that the en-
try of these classes of people would be 'detrimental to the 
interests of the United States,'" the June 12 ruling stated.

Monday, June 26

The Supreme Court said that would allow parts of Trump's 
travel ban to go into effect and that it would hear argu-
ments in the case in October.

The announcement came on the last day of the court's 
term before summer recess.

In allowing parts of Trump's executive order to take effect, 
the court narrowed the scope of injunctions that lower 
courts put on the temporary travel ban.

The Supreme Court allowed implementation of the tem-
porary ban on entry into the U.S. of citizens of six Mus-
lim-majority nations, with an exception for people who 
have what the court called "any bona fide relationship 
with a person or entity in the United States." That includes 
foreign nationals with familial connections in the U.S., stu-
dents who have already been admitted into an American 
university and workers with existing job offers in the U.S.

For people from the six countries who have such con-
nections, the injunctions put in place by the lower courts 
were upheld. These individuals will not be barred under 
the executive order from coming into the U.S.

 ❙ https://goo.gl/ZtF7JW

A timeline of Trump's immigration executive order and legal challenges
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WHY WE WROTE THIS
Since the first travel ban was issued in January 2017, legal observers have asked whether the courts should extend the 
same kind of deference to President Trump shown to more traditional chief executives.  Today, five Supreme Court 
justices answered yes.

June 26, 2018

 f By Henry Gass Staff writer

 f By Harry Bruinius Staff writer

SAN ANTONIO AND NEW YORK
Ending litigation that has spanned almost the entire Trump presidency, the US Supreme Court today upheld the third 
version of President Trump’s travel ban executive order.  In a 5-to-4 vote, the high court reversed a lower court injunc-
tion blocking the order’s implementation, finding that it both fell within the broad powers delegated to the presiden-
cy in immigration and national security matters and did not violate the Constitution’s prohibition on the establish-
ment of a single religion.  The ban has been widely criticized since it was first implemented, a week after Mr. Trump 
took office, as an effort to legally implement his campaign promise of “a total and complete shutdown of Muslims 
entering the United States.”  Ultimately, amid the maelstrom of litigation, the Supreme Court elected to defer to the 
significant authority given to presidents on immigration and national security issues.  “The presidency is an institution 
that is due certain respect and deference, which the court afforded it,” says Josh Blackman, an associate professor at 
the South Texas College of Law in Houston.  “The court acknowledged that President Trump and candidate Trump said 
some pretty awful things about Muslims,” he adds.  “But [it] said on balance, the president’s prerogatives in national 
security are so significant that the court can’t disregard his justifications for the travel ban.”

 ❙ https://goo.gl/dxKfsk

In travel ban decision Trump v. Hawaii, Supreme Court shows judicial defer-
ence to presidency


