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The Fight For Our New Constitution

Middle/Junior High School US History and Civics
Objectives: Students will be able to:
ff analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources;
ff synthesize evidence from primary and secondary sources;
ff create diagrams and pictures to determine characteristics of people, places, or events; and
ff access a variety of media, including online resources.

Standards
Virginia: USI.7b

Articles of Confederation; Constitutional Convention; Influence on the Bill of Rights

CE.2b

Influence of Earlier Documents on the Constitution of the United States

CE6.a, b

Structure of the National Government; Separation of Powers

National: NSS-C.5-8.3

Principles of Democracy

NSS-USH.5-12.3 Era 3 Revolution & the New Nation (1754-1820s)
Approx. Time: Two 90 minute blocks or four 45 minute blocks
HOOK: Two students are arguing over a touchdown in a football game they are playing. To settle the play, one student suggests that his team should decide if the touchdown is good or not. The other student suggests that HIS team
should decide if the touchdown is good or not. Who should decide? What problems do you see with this? What might
help to fix the problem? Should there be a referee?
This was one of the problems with the Articles of Confederation—no national judiciary (judicial branch) to referee
or to settle disputes between the states. Any disputes had to be settled in state courts. The concern was that a state
court may favor its citizens over citizens of another state.
So we need a ref! At the Constitutional Convention, the delegates decide that the referee should be a new constitution with enough power to keep the country running but not so powerful as to be a bully to the states.
Today, you will be creating a colorful invitation to invite delegates to the Constitutional Convention. First, you will
need to answer some questions about the Constitutional Convention by using the internet.

❙❙ Sneak Peek: Watch Justice in the Classroom Chapter Two to preview what you will learn! (Approx. 8 minutes)
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The Constitutional Convention Fact Sheet
Using the links provided, answer the following questions about the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation and
what happened at the Constitutional Convention.

Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation:  https://goo.gl/gm1JWq *
1) List 5 weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation.

													
													
													
													
													
2) When and where did the delegates meet to change the Articles? 					

The Constitutional Convention:  https://goo.gl/ZTMCEP *
3) Who was elected president of the Constitutional Convention? 						
4) What did the Great Compromise do? 									
5) Who was known as the “Father of the Constitution?”
6) How many states were needed to ratify, or approve, the Constitution? 				

The Three Branches of Government:  https://goo.gl/EVkCqh *
7) What are the three branches of government created by the Constitution and what do they do?

													
													
													
Marshall’s Speech at the Virginia Ratifying Convention (1788) First Paragraph  https://goo.gl/5EMzTv
8) What title do the supporters of the Constitution claim? 						
9) Why does Marshall prefer democracy to monarchy? 							
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Create a Constitutional Convention Invitation!
Hear Ye! Hear Ye! You have been chosen to design an invitation to the Constitutional Convention. You need to create a
colorful invitation to be sent to delegates explaining to them what they will be doing at the convention.
You need to include:
1. Why they are meeting (mention some weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation)
2. Where they are meeting
3. When they are meeting
4. Who is in charge
5. How will they balance power between small and large states
6. Who was the “Father of the Constitution”
7. What the new government will look like
8. How many states will be needed to ratify it
9. Provide a quote from John Marshall showing his support for the Constitution.
You also need to include AT LEAST one picture or symbol and 3 colors. Make it creative and eye-catching so delegates
will be excited to attend!
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Create a Constitutional Convention Invitation! — TEACHER KEY
Hear Ye! Hear Ye! You have been chosen to design an invitation to the Constitutional Convention. You need to create a
colorful invitation to be sent to delegates explaining to them what they will be doing at the convention.

KE
Y

You need to include:
1. Why they are meeting? (mention some weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation)
2. Where they are meeting (Philadelphia)
3. When they are meeting (May 5, 1787)
4. Who is in charge (George Washington)

5. How will they balance power between small and large states (Great Compromise)
6. Who was the “Father of the Constitution” (James Madison)
7. What the new government will look like (3 branches)
8. How many states will be needed to ratify it (9/13)

TE
AC
HE
R

9. Provide a quote from John Marshall showing his support for the Constitution.

You also need to include AT LEAST one picture or symbol and 3 colors. Make it creative and eye-catching so delegates
will be excited to attend!

Constitution Family Tree: Discovering the Roots of the US Constitution
Students will use primary source documents or excerpts from documents to identify similarities in the US Constitution
and match the document/passage to the Article or Amendment in the Constitution.
The documents being interpreted are:

1. The Charter of the Virginia Company of London
2. The Virginia Declaration of Rights

3. The Declaration of Independence
4. The Articles of Confederation

5. The Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom

Struggling Students: Allow these students to use the excerpts to help them pinpoint and focus on the passages they
need to interpret. Also have them work in pairs or small groups. Provide as much guidance as possible.
Advanced Learners: Allow these students to use the links listed below for the primary source documents to find the
passages they need to identify as direct influences of the Constitution. They may also work in pairs or small groups to
facilitate finding the information and to discuss the meaning of the passages.

Post Assessment: One Plus One Equal Ten: Students will see how the Virginia Declaration of Rights and the Virginia
Statute for Religious Freedom influenced the Bill of Rights by matching sections of the documents to the corresponding amendments in the Bill of Rights.
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Technology: Links to primary documents (texts also attached, except the Constitution):

❙❙ Charter of the Virginia Company of London: http://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/va01.asp
❙❙ Virginia Declaration of Rights: http://www.history.org/almanack/life/politics/varights.cfm
❙❙ Declaration of Independence: http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration_transcript.html
❙❙ Articles of Confederation: https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=3&page=transcript
❙❙ Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom:
https://www.monticello.org/site/research-and-collections/virginia-statute-religious-freedom

❙❙ John Marshall’s Speech On the Federal Constitution at the Virginia Ratifying Convention:
http://www.bartleby.com/268/8/21.html

❙❙ US Constitution: http://constitution.findlaw.com
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Constitution Family Tree: Discovering the Roots of the US Constitution
How does the Constitution reflect documents written previous to it? Well, let’s look at some of those documents and
find the connection in the Constitution!
Use the handouts or web links for the documents and use your textbook or the internet
http://constitution.findlaw.com/ for the Constitution.

1. The Charter of the Virginia Company of London  https://goo.gl/NAETxv
Read the excerpt from the charter (attached) or review the charter online and give a brief summary. How is this reflected in the Constitution? 											
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2. Virginia Declaration of Rights  https://goo.gl/GMBF1m
Looking at the excerpts from the Virginia Declaration of Rights and the Bill of Rights in the Constitution (first ten
amendments), identify the idea that is similar.

a. Virginia Declaration of Rights: Section 8
Bill of Rights: 5th Amendment : 									
Bill of Rights: 6th Amendment: 									
b. Section 9: 8th Amendment: 									
c. Section 10: 4th Amendment: 									
d. Section 11: 6th Amendment: 									
e. Section 12: 1st Amendment: 									
f. Section 13: 2nd Amendment: 									
g. Section 16: 1st Amendment: 									
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3. The Declaration of Independence:  https://goo.gl/P8ehRh
Looking at the highlighted text in the Declaration of Independence and the section cited in the Constitution, write the
idea that is reflected.
Example:
DOI: “That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed….”
Constitution: Article I, Section 2, Clause 1 Answer: “The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members
chosen every second Year by the People of the several States”

a. DOI: “that all men are created equal”
Constitution: 14th Amendment, Section 1: 								
b. DOI: “ that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness”
Constitution: 5th Amendment: 									
c. DOI: From the list of grievances, “For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:”
Constitution: 3rd Amendment: 									
d. DOI: From the list of grievances, “For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: “
Constitution: Article I, Section 7, clause 1 								
e. DOI: From the list of grievances, “For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:”
Constitution: 6th Amendment: 									

CH2-MS7

Last Update: July 30, 2018
J U S T I C EI N T H E C L A S S R O O M . N E T

© 2 018 T H E J O H N M A R S H A L L F O U N DAT I O N

Websites cited within lesson plans are for instructional purposes only and should be used with the guidance of professional educational personnel.
* This website is used for instructional purposes only and is not supported or endorsed by The John Marshall Foundation.

STUDENT HANDOUT

2

CHAPTER

JUSTICE IN THE CLASSROOM



RULE OF LAW & JOHN MARSHALL



MIDDLE SCHOOL

The Fight For Our New Constitution

Name 									

Date 			

4. The Articles of Confederation:  https://goo.gl/yye6lW
Looking at the highlighted text in the Articles of Confederation and the section cited in the Constitution, write the
idea that is reflected.

a. AOC: “the free inhabitants of each of these states,…, shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of free citizens in the several states;”
Constitution: Article 4, Section 2 									
b. AOC: “Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these states to the records, acts and judicial
proceedings of the courts and magistrates of every other state.”
Constitution: Article 4, Section 1 									
c. AOC: “No State…, shall send any embassy to, or receive any embassy from, or enter into any conferrence, agreement, alliance, or treaty, with any King, prince or state…”
Constitution: Article I, Section 10 									
d. AOC: “No State shall engage in any war without the consent of the united States in congress assembled, unless such State be actually invaded by enemies…”

STUDENT HANDOUT
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Constitution: Article I, Section 10 									
e. AOC: “The united states, in congress assembled, shall have the sole and exclusive right and power
of determining on peace and war… of sending and receiving ambassadors - entering into treaties
and alliances…”
Constitution: Article I, Section 8 									
f. AOC: “establishing and regulating post-offices from one state to another, throughout all the United
States …”
Constitution: Article I, Section 8 									

5. The Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom:  https://goo.gl/1zfqz1
Read the excerpt from the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom and explain how it is found in the First Amendment.
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Influences of the Bill of Rights: ONE PLUS ONE EQUALS TEN!
Using the information from your Constitution Family Tree worksheet, Virginia Declaration of Rights and the Virginia
Statute for Religious Freedom, draw a line to the amendment in the first ten amendments (the Bill of Rights) that
matches the idea in the document. You should see how the two documents equal to the Bill of Rights! Use a different
color (8) for each section of document.

ONE: Virginia Declaration of Rights
Section 8
Section 9

TEN: The Bill of Rights

Section 10

(First Ten Amendments)

Section 11
1st Amendment Freedom of speech, press,
petition, assembly, religion

Section 12
Section 13

2nd Amendment Right to bear arms/wellregulated militia

Section 16

+ =

ONE: Virginia Statute
for Religious Freedom

“no man shall be compelled to
frequent or support any religious
worship, place, or ministry
whatsoever, nor shall be enforced,
restrained, molested, or burthened in
his body or goods, nor shall otherwise
suffer, on account of his religious
opinions or belief; but that all men
shall be free to profess, and by
argument to maintain, their opinions
in matters of religion”

4th Amendment No illegal searches & seizures
(without a warrant)
5th Amendment Do not have to testify against
yourself
6th Amendment Right to a speedy trial, must be
informed of the accusation, must
be allowed witnesses, right to
counsel (lawyer)
7th Amendment Trial by jury
8th Amendment No cruel or unusual punishment,
no excessive fines or bail
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The First Charter of Virginia (Virginia Company of London) - April 10, 1606
Excerpt: “Also we do, for Us, our Heirs, and Successors, DECLARE, by these Presents, that all and every the Persons being our
Subjects, which shall dwell and inhabit within every or any of the said several Colonies and Plantations, and every of their
children, which shall happen to be born within any of the Limits and Precincts of the said several Colonies and Plantations,
shall HAVE and enjoy all Liberties, Franchises, and Immunities, within any of our other Dominions, to all Intents and Purposes, as if they had been abiding and born, within this our Realm of England, or any other of our said Dominions.”

❙❙ More: http://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/va01.asp

Virginia Declaration of Rights - June 12, 1776
Virginia’s Declaration of Rights was drawn upon by Thomas Jefferson for the opening paragraphs of the Declaration
of Independence. It was widely copied by the other colonies and became the basis of the Bill of Rights. Written by
George Mason, it was adopted by the Virginia Constitutional Convention on June 12, 1776.
													
A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS made by the representatives of the good people of Virginia, assembled in full and free
convention which rights do pertain to them and their posterity, as the basis and foundation of government .
Section 8. That in all capital or criminal prosecutions a man has a right to demand the cause and nature of his accusation, to be confronted with the accusers and witnesses, to call for evidence in his favor, and to a speedy trial by an
impartial jury of twelve men of his vicinage, without whose unanimous consent he cannot be found guilty; nor can he
be compelled to give evidence against himself; that no man be deprived of his liberty except by the law of the land or
the judgment of his peers.
Section 9. That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.
Section 10. That general warrants, whereby an officer or messenger may be commanded to search suspected places
without evidence of a fact committed, or to seize any person or persons not named, or whose offense is not particularly described and supported by evidence, are grievous and oppressive and ought not to be granted.
Section 11. That in controversies respecting property, and in suits between man and man, the ancient trial by jury is
preferable to any other and ought to be held sacred.
Section 12. That the freedom of the press is one of the great bulwarks of liberty, and can never be restrained but by
despotic governments.
Section 13. That a well-regulated militia, composed of the body of the people, trained to arms, is the proper, natural,
and safe defense of a free state; that standing armies, in time of peace, should be avoided as dangerous to liberty; and
that in all cases the military should be under strict subordination to, and governed by, the civil power.
Section 16. That religion, or the duty which we owe to our Creator, and the manner of discharging it, can be directed
only by reason and conviction, not by force or violence; and therefore all men are equally entitled to the free exercise
of religion, according to the dictates of conscience;

❙❙ Source: http://www.history.org/almanack/life/politics/varights.cfm
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The Declaration of Independence
IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America,
When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with
another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with
another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among
Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these
ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate
that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.--Such
has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of
Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the
establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.He has refused his Assent to
Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.
He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his
Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.
He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the
right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.
He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public
Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.
He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people
He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable
of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the
dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.
He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.
He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries.
He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and eat out their substance.
He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.
He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power.
He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving
his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:
For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:
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For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences
For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and
enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into
these Colonies:
For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us.
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.
He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation and tyranny,
already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the
Head of a civilized nation.
He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.
He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.
In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only
by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.
Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature
to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We
have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these
usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and
of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of
mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.
We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of
the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and
declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance
to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved;
and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to
do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the
protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

❙❙ Source: http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration_transcript.html
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Articles of Confederation 1777
Article IV. The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship and intercourse among the people of the different states in this union,
the free inhabitants of each of these states, paupers, vagabonds and fugitives from Justice excepted, shall be entitled to all privileges
and immunities of free citizens in the several states; and the people of each state shall have free ingress and regress to and from any
other state, and shall enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and commerce, subject to the same duties, impositions and restrictions as the
inhabitants thereof respectively, provided that such restrictions shall not extend so far as to prevent the removal of property imported into
any state, to any other State of which the Owner is an inhabitant; provided also that no imposition, duties or restriction shall be laid by any
state, on the property of the united states, or either of them.
Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these states to the records, acts and judicial proceedings of the courts and magistrates of every other state.
ArticleMartin v. Hunter’s Lessee In determining questions in the united states, in Congress assembled, each state shall have one vote.
Article VI. No State, without the Consent of the united States, in congress assembled, shall send any embassy to, or receive any embassy from, or enter into any conferrence, agreement, alliance, or treaty, with any King prince or state; nor shall any person holding any
office of profit or trust under the united states, or any of them, accept of any present, emolument, office, or title of any kind whatever, from
any king, prince, or foreign state; nor shall the united states, in congress assembled, or any of them, grant any title of nobility.
No State shall engage in any war without the consent of the united States in congress assembled, unless such State be actually
invaded by enemies,
Article IX. The united states, in congress assembled, shall have the sole and exclusive right and power of determining on peace and
war, except in the cases mentioned in the sixth article - of sending and receiving ambassadors - entering into treaties and alliances,
The united states, in congress assembled, shall also be the last resort on appeal, in all disputes and differences now subsisting, or
that hereafter may arise between two or more states concerning boundary, jurisdiction, or any other cause whatever; which authority shall always be exercised in the manner following. Whenever the legislative or executive authority, or lawful agent of any
state in controversy with another, shall present a petition to congress, stating the matter in question, and praying for a hearing,
notice thereof shall be given, by order of congress, to the legislative or executive authority of the other state in controversy, and a
day assigned for the appearance of the parties by their lawful agents, who shall then be directed to appoint, by joint consent, commissioners or judges to constitute a court for hearing and determining the matter in question: but if they cannot agree, congress
shall name three persons out of each of the united states, and from the list of such persons each party shall alternately strike out
one, the petitioners beginning, until the number shall be reduced to thirteen; and from that number not less than seven, nor more
than nine names, as congress shall direct, shall, in the presence of congress, be drawn out by lot, and the persons whose names
shall be so drawn, or any five of them, shall be commissioners or judges, to hear and finally determine the controversy, so always
as a major part of the judges, who shall hear the cause, shall agree in the determination: and if either party shall neglect to attend
at the day appointed, without showing reasons which congress shall judge sufficient, or being present, shall refuse to strike, the
congress shall proceed to nominate three persons out of each State, and the secretary of congress shall strike in behalf of such party absent or refusing; and the judgment and sentence of the court, to be appointed in the manner before prescribed, shall be final
and conclusive; and if any of the parties shall refuse to submit to the authority of such court, or to appear or defend their claim or
cause, the court shall nevertheless proceed to pronounce sentence, or judgment, which shall in like manner be final and decisive;
the judgment or sentence and other proceedings being in either case transmitted to congress, and lodged among the acts of congress, for the security of the parties concerned: provided that every commissioner, before he sits in judgment, shall take an oath to
be administered by one of the judges of the supreme or superior court of the State where the cause shall be tried, “well and truly
to hear and determine the matter in question, according to the best of his judgment, without favour, affection, or hope of reward:
“provided, also, that no State shall be deprived of territory for the benefit of the united states.
The united states, in congress assembled, shall also have the sole and exclusive right and power of regulating the alloy and value of coin
struck by their own authority, or by that of the respective states - fixing the standard of weights and measures throughout the united states
- regulating the trade and managing all affairs with the Indians, not members of any of the states; provided that the legislative right of any
state, within its own limits, be not infringed or violated - establishing and regulating post-offices from one state to another, throughout all the united states, and exacting such postage on the papers passing through the same, as may be requisite to defray the expenses
of the said office - appointing all officers of the land forces in the service of the united States, excepting regimental officers - appointing all
the officers of the naval forces, and commissioning all officers whatever in the service of the united states; making rules for the government
and regulation of the said land and naval forces, and directing their operations.
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The united States, in congress assembled, shall have authority to appoint a committee, to sit in the recess of congress, to be denominated,
“A Committee of the States,” and to consist of one delegate from each State; and to appoint such other committees and civil officers as may
be necessary for managing the general affairs of the united states under their direction - to appoint one of their number to preside; provided that no person be allowed to serve in the office of president more than one year in any term of three years; to ascertain the necessary
sums of money to be raised for the service of the united states, and to appropriate and apply the same for defraying the public expenses;
to borrow money or emit bills on the credit of the united states, transmitting every half year to the respective states an account of the sums
of money so borrowed or emitted, - to build and equip a navy - to agree upon the number of land forces, and to make requisitions
from each state for its quota, in proportion to the number of white inhabitants in such state, which requisition shall be binding;
and thereupon the legislature of each state shall appoint the regimental officers, raise the men, and clothe, arm, and equip them,
in a soldier-like manner, at the expense of the united states;
The united states, in congress assembled, shall never engage in a war, nor grant letters of marque and reprisal in time of peace,
nor enter into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate the value thereof nor ascertain the sums and expenses
necessary for the defence and welfare of the united states, or any of them, nor emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit of the
united states, nor appropriate money, nor agree upon the number of vessels of war to be built or purchased, or the number of
land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a commander in chief of the army or navy, unless nine states assent to the same, nor
shall a question on any other point, except for adjourning from day to day, be determined, unless by the votes of a majority of the
united states in congress assembled.
Article X. The committee of the states, or any nine of them, shall be authorized to execute, in the recess of congress, such of the powers of
congress as the united states, in congress assembled, by the consent of nine states, shall, from time to time, think expedient to vest them
with; provided that no power be delegated to the said committee, for the exercise of which, by the articles of confederation, the voice of
nine states, in the congress of the united states assembled, is requisite.
Article XIII. Every State shall abide by the determinations of the united states, in congress assembled, on all questions which by
this confederation are submitted to them. And the Articles of this confederation shall be inviolably observed by every state, and
the union shall be perpetual; nor shall any alteration at any time hereafter be made in any of them, unless such alteration be
agreed to in a congress of the united states, and be afterwards con-firmed by the legislatures of every state.

❙❙ Source: https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=3&page=transcript
The Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom (Bill No. 82) Adopted in 1785
Excerpt: We the General Assembly of Virginia do enact that no man shall be compelled to frequent or support any
religious worship, place, or ministry whatsoever, nor shall be enforced, restrained, molested, or burthened in his body
or goods, nor shall otherwise suffer, on account of his religious opinions or belief; but that all men shall be free to profess, and by argument to maintain, their opinions in matters of religion, and that the same shall in no wise diminish,
enlarge, or affect their civil capacities.
And though we well know that this Assembly, elected by the people for the ordinary purposes of legislation only, have
no power to restrain the acts of succeeding Assemblies, constituted with powers equal to our own, and that therefore
to declare this act irrevocable would be of no effect in law; yet we are free to declare, and do declare, that the rights
hereby asserted are of the natural rights of mankind, and that if any act shall be hereafter passed to repeal the present
or to narrow its operation, such act will be an infringement of natural right.
Source: https://www.monticello.org/site/research-and-collections/virginia-statute-religious-freedom
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John Marshall’s Speech at the Virginia Ratifying Convention 1788
Excerpt: MR. CHAIRMAN, I conceive that the object of the discussion now before us is whether democracy or despotism be most eligible. I am sure that those who framed the system submitted to our investigation, and those who now
support it, intend the establishment and security of the former. The supporters of the Constitution claim the title of
being firm friends of the liberty and the rights of mankind. They say that they consider it as the best means of protecting liberty. We, sir, idolize democracy. Those who oppose it have bestowed eulogiums on monarchy. We prefer this
system to any monarchy because we are convinced that it has a greater tendency to secure our liberty and promote
our happiness. We admire it because we think it a well-regulated democracy: it is recommended to the good people
of this country: they are, through us, to declare whether it be such a plan of government as will establish and secure
their freedom.

❙❙ Source: http://www.bartleby.com/268/8/21.html *
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