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Articles of Confederation 1777 
Article IV. The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship and intercourse among the people of the different states in 
this union, the free inhabitants of each of these states, paupers, vagabonds and fugitives from Justice excepted, shall be 
entitled to all privileges and immunities of free citizens in the several states; and the people of each state shall have 
free ingress and regress to and from any other state, and shall enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and commerce, subject 
to the same duties, impositions and restrictions as the inhabitants thereof respectively, provided that such restrictions shall 
not extend so far as to prevent the removal of property imported into any state, to any other State of which the Owner is an 
inhabitant; provided also that no imposition, duties or restriction shall be laid by any state, on the property of the united 
states, or either of them. 

Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these states to the records, acts and judicial proceedings of the courts 
and magistrates of every other state. 
Article V. Martin v. Hunter’s Lessee In determining questions in the united states, in Congress assembled, each state shall 
have one vote. 
Article VI. No State, without the Consent of the united States, in congress assembled, shall send any embassy to, or receive 
any embassy from, or enter into any conferrence, agreement, alliance, or treaty, with any King prince or state; nor 
shall any person holding any office of profit or trust under the united states, or any of them, accept of any present, 
emolument, office, or title of any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign state; nor shall the united states, in congress 
assembled, or any of them, grant any title of nobility. 

No State shall engage in any war without the consent of the United States in congress assembled, unless such State 
be actually invaded by enemies, 
Article IX. The united states, in congress assembled, shall have the sole and exclusive right and power of determining 
on peace and war, except in the cases mentioned in the sixth article - of sending and receiving ambassadors - entering 
into treaties and alliances, 
The united states, in congress assembled, shall also be the last resort on appeal, in all disputes and differences now 
subsisting, or that hereafter may arise between two or more states concerning boundary, jurisdiction, or any other 
cause whatever; which authority shall always be exercised in the manner following. Whenever the legislative or 
executive authority, or lawful agent of any state in controversy with another, shall present a petition to congress, 
stating the matter in question, and praying for a hearing, notice thereof shall be given, by order of congress, to the 
legislative or executive authority of the other state in controversy, and a day assigned for the appearance of the 
parties by their lawful agents, who shall then be directed to appoint, by joint consent, commissioners or judges to 
constitute a court for hearing and determining the matter in question: but if they cannot agree, congress shall name 
three persons out of each of the united states, and from the list of such persons each party shall alternately strike 
out one, the petitioners beginning, until the number shall be reduced to thirteen; and from that number not less 
than seven, nor more than nine names, as congress shall direct, shall, in the presence of congress, be drawn out by 
lot, and the persons whose names shall be so drawn, or any five of them, shall be commissioners or judges, to hear 
and finally determine the controversy, so always as a major part of the judges, who shall hear the cause, shall agree 
in the determination: and if either party shall neglect to attend at the day appointed, without showing reasons 
which congress shall judge sufficient, or being present, shall refuse to strike, the congress shall proceed to nominate 
three persons out of each State, and the secretary of congress shall strike in behalf of such party absent or refusing; 
and the judgment and sentence of the court, to be appointed in the manner before prescribed, shall be final and 
conclusive; and if any of the parties shall refuse to submit to the authority of such court, or to appear or defend their 
claim or cause, the court shall nevertheless proceed to pronounce sentence, or judgment, which shall in like manner 
be final and decisive; the judgment or sentence and other proceedings being in either case transmitted to congress, 
and lodged among the acts of congress, for the security of the parties concerned: provided that every commissioner, 
before he sits in judgment, shall take an oath to be administered by one of the judges of the supreme or superior 
court of the State where the cause shall be tried, “well and truly to hear and determine the matter in question, 
according to the best of his judgment, without favour, affection, or hope of reward: “provided, also, that no State 
shall be deprived of territory for the benefit of the united states. 
The united states, in congress assembled, shall also have the sole and exclusive right and power of regulating the alloy and 
value of coin struck by their own authority, or by that of the respective states - fixing the standard of weights and measures 
throughout the united states - regulating the trade and managing all affairs with the Indians, not members of any of the 
states; provided that the legislative right of any state, within its own limits, be not infringed or violated - establishing and 
regulating post-offices from one state to another, throughout all the united states, and exacting such postage on the 
papers passing through the same, as may be requisite to defray the expenses of the said office - appointing all officers of the 
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land forces in the service of the united States, excepting regimental officers - appointing all the officers of the naval forces, 
and commissioning all officers whatever in the service of the united states; making rules for the government and regulation of 
the said land and naval forces, and directing their operations. 

The united States, in congress assembled, shall have authority to appoint a committee, to sit in the recess of congress, to be 
denominated, “A Committee of the States,” and to consist of one delegate from each State; and to appoint such other 
committees and civil officers as may be necessary for managing the general affairs of the united states under their direction - 
to appoint one of their number to preside; provided that no person be allowed to serve in the office of president more than 
one year in any term of three years; to ascertain the necessary sums of money to be raised for the service of the united 
states, and to appropriate and apply the same for defraying the public expenses; to borrow money or emit bills on the credit 
of the united states, transmitting every half year to the respective states an account of the sums of money so borrowed or 
emitted, - to build and equip a navy - to agree upon the number of land forces, and to make requisitions from each 
state for its quota, in proportion to the number of white inhabitants in such state, which requisition shall be binding; 
and thereupon the legislature of each state shall appoint the regimental officers, raise the men, and clothe, arm, and 
equip them, in a soldier-like manner, at the expense of the united states; 
The united states, in congress assembled, shall never engage in a war, nor grant letters of marque and reprisal in 
time of peace, nor enter into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate the value thereof nor ascertain 
the sums and expenses necessary for the defence and welfare of the united states, or any of them, nor emit bills, nor 
borrow money on the credit of the united states, nor appropriate money, nor agree upon the number of vessels of 
war to be built or purchased, or the number of land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a commander in chief of 
the army or navy, unless nine states assent to the same, nor shall a question on any other point, except for 
adjourning from day to day, be determined, unless by the votes of a majority of the united states in congress 
assembled. 
Article X. The committee of the states, or any nine of them, shall be authorized to execute, in the recess of congress, such of 
the powers of congress as the united states, in congress assembled, by the consent of nine states, shall, from time to time, 
think expedient to vest them with; provided that no power be delegated to the said committee, for the exercise of which, by 
the articles of confederation, the voice of nine states, in the congress of the united states assembled, is requisite. 

Article XIII. Every State shall abide by the determinations of the united states, in congress assembled, on all questions 
which by this confederation are submitted to them. And the Articles of this confederation shall be inviolably 
observed by every state, and the union shall be perpetual; nor shall any alteration at any time hereafter be made in 
any of them, unless such alteration be agreed to in a congress of the united states, and be afterwards con-firmed by 
the legislatures of every state. 

❙ Source: https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=3&page=transcript 
 
The Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom (Bill No. 82) Adopted in 1785 
Excerpt: We the General Assembly of Virginia do enact that no man shall be compelled to frequent 
or support any religious worship, place, or ministry whatsoever, nor shall be enforced, restrained, 
molested, or burthened in his body or goods, nor shall otherwise suffer, on account of his religious 
opinions or belief; but that all men shall be free to profess, and by argument to maintain, their 
opinions in matters of religion, and that the same shall in no wise diminish, enlarge, or affect their 
civil capacities. 
And though we well know that this Assembly, elected by the people for the ordinary purposes of 
legislation only, have no power to restrain the acts of succeeding Assemblies, constituted with 
powers equal to our own, and that therefore to declare this act irrevocable would be of no effect in 
law; yet we are free to declare, and do declare, that the rights hereby asserted are of the natural 
rights of mankind, and that if any act shall be hereafter passed to repeal the present or to narrow its 
operation, such act will be an infringement of natural right. 
Source: https://www.monticello.org/site/research-and-collections/virginia-statute-religious-freedom 
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