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Quotes on Political Parties 

James Madison’s Federalist 10 
Excerpt: “A zeal for different opinions concerning religion, concerning government, and many other 
points, as well of speculation as of practice; an attachment to different leaders ambitiously 
contending for pre-eminence and power; or to persons of other descriptions whose fortunes have 
been interesting to the human passions, have, in turn, divided mankind into parties, inflamed them 
with mutual animosity, and rendered them much more disposed to vex and oppress each other 
than to co-operate for their common good. So strong is this propensity of mankind to fall into 
mutual animosities, that where no substantial occasion presents itself, the most frivolous and 
fanciful distinctions have been sufficient to kindle their unfriendly passions and excite their most 
violent conflicts. But the most common and dura- 

ble source of factions has been the various and unequal distribution of property. Those who hold 
and those who are without property have ever formed distinct interests in society. Those who are 
creditors, and those who are debtors, fall under a like discrimination. A landed interest, a 
manufacturing interest, a mercantile interest, a moneyed interest, with many lesser interests, grow 
up of necessity in civilized nations, and divide them into different classes, actuated by different 
sentiments and views. The regulation of these various and interfering interests forms the principal 
task of modern legislation, and involves the spirit of party and faction in the necessary and ordinary 
operations of the government.” 

George Washington’s Farewell Address 
Excerpt: “ the common and continual mischiefs of the spirit of party are sufficient to make it the 
interest and duty of a wise people to discourage and restrain it.” 

John Adams, letter to Jonathan Jackson, October 2, 1789 
Excerpt: “There is nothing which I dread so much as a division of the republic into two great parties, 
each arranged under its leader, and concerting measures in opposition to each other. This, in my 
humble apprehension, is to be dreaded as the greatest political evil under our Constitution” 

Thomas Jefferson to John Taylor, 1798 
Excerpt: "In every free and deliberating society, there must, from the nature of man, be opposite 
parties, and violent dissensions and discords; and one of these, for the most part, must prevail over 
the other for a longer or shorter time." 

Thomas Jefferson to John Dickinson, 1801 
Excerpt: "The greatest good we can do our country is to heal its party divisions and make them one 
people." 
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