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High School US/VA Government 
Objectives: Students will be able to: 
● use primary and secondary sources; 
● use, create, and interpret charts, diagrams, and pictures to determine characteristics of people, 

places, or events; 
● develop fluency in content vocabulary and comprehension of verbal, written, and visual sources; 
● gather and classify information; 
● access a variety of media, including online resources; and 
● explain intended and unintended outcomes and the possible consequences of public policy. 

 

Standards 

Virginia:  GOVT.4d      Article III of the U.S. Constitution 
GOVT.7a      United States Court System 
GOVT.10a    Federal Courts and Jurisdiction 
GOVT.8a      Virginia Court Systems The judicial branch consists of four levels of 

courts. 
GOVT.11a    Civil Liberties and the First Amendment 
GOVT.11d    Limitation of Rights 

National:  NSS-C.9-12.3    Principles of Democracy 

Approx. Time:  One 90 minute block or two 45 minute blocks 
 

Hook: Virginia v. Black Puzzle 

Copy the eight images near the end of this lesson and cut them up so they are separated 
individually. Divide students into eight groups and give each one an image and ask them to study 
the image and write down what it is and any thoughts they have about it. After a few minutes, have 
one person from each group take their image to another group in a clockwise rotation. They will 
explain their image to that group and allow for some questions and discussion (about 2 minutes). 
Students will do this until each group has seen and discussed all eight images. When they are done, 
ask them what they think all of the images have in common? They, most likely, will not figure out 
that all of the images have to do with the Virginia v. Black case, but they may understand it has to do 
with a Supreme Court case. Emphasize that it is not just the Supreme Court decision. Some images 
represent the other levels of courts or stages of the judicial process. 

Briefly explain each image to the students and then ask if there are any images that don’t really 
belong. 

Image 8 is not associated with the Virginia v. Black case, so it does not belong. However, students 
should connect it to discrimination and separation of the races and even using the judicial system to 
protect civil rights. 

Explain to them this is just one example of a case that traveled from a local county court, to a state 
supreme court, and finally to the United States Supreme Court. Today they will learn more about the 
different types of courts in the United States and about the case of Virginia v. Black.   

 
 

JS-HS1 
Last Update: July 30, 2018 

 
JUSTICEINTHECLASSROOM.NET  ©2018 THE JOHN MARSHALL FOUNDATION 

 

Websites cited within lesson plans are for instructional purposes only and should be used with the guidance of professional educational personnel. 
Websites cited within these lesson plans are not supported or endorsed by The John Marshall Foundation. 



 
JUSTICE IN THE CLASSROOM   ➤   JUDICIAL SYSTEMS - FEDERAL & VIRGINIA   ➤   HIGH SCHOOL 

Judicial Systems - Federal & Virginia 
 
Images and Details 
IMAGE 1: Seal for Carroll County 
Black was arrested and charged in Carroll 
County for burning a cross 
❙ https://goo.gl/tosjws 

IMAGE 2: KKK Rally Cross Burning 
Ku Klux Klan members burning a large cross at a 
rally 
❙ https://goo.gl/WyVz2S 

IMAGE 3: Virginia Supreme Court Building 
November 2, 2001, the Supreme Court of 
Virginia ruled in Black v. Commonwealth that 
Virginia’s law prohibiting cross burning violated 
the First Amendment and overturned the 
convictions of Barry Black, Richard Elliot, and 
Jonathan O’Mara. 
❙ https://goo.gl/jaiEMC 

IMAGE 4: First Amendment 
The language of the First Amendment from the 
U. S. Constitution 
❙ https://goo.gl/f5Zcn3 

 IMAGE 5: Members of the U.S. Supreme Court 
2003 
The 2003 U.S. Supreme Court members who 
decided the case of Virginia v. Black 
❙ 
http://www.ur.umich.edu/0203/June16_03/02_por
trait.shtml 

IMAGE 6: Picture of Barry Black 
Barry Black was the Klan imperial wizard (national 
leader) who was arrested for burning a cross in 
Virginia and eventually went to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 
❙ https://goo.gl/XAne2L 

IMAGE 7: Intimidation 
All of these cases involved the burning of a cross 
as a form of intimidation. 

IMAGE 8: Desegregated Public School 
Sept. 8, 1954 Fort Myer Elementary School in Fort 
Myer, Virginia—the first day of school after the 
Brown v. Board of Education decision ending 
school segregation. 
❙ https://goo.gl/R2puj7 

 
 
Federal and State Courts 
Students will use web sources or handouts to answer questions and fill out a chart concerning the 
different levels and jurisdictions of federal and state courts. 
 
Virginia v. Black Case 
Students will read an article about the case and demonstrate an understanding of how the dual 
court system works in the United States. 

Post Assessment: Students will demonstrate comprehension of the levels, types, and jurisdiction of 
courts by classifying examples using content vocabulary. 

Struggling Learners: Allow students to work in pairs as they answer questions about federal and 
state courts and allow them to work together for the post assessment. 

Advanced Learners: If time allows, students should find a current news article concerning a court 
case that originated at a local or state level and rose to the Supreme Court. They should either write 
a one-page brief or create a short video explaining the merits of the case and the path to the 
Supreme Court. Students should include at least 5 vocabulary terms from the lesson. 
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