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5. Impeachment of Richard Nixon

Articles of Impeachment (EXCERPTS)

This is the full text of the Articles of Impeachment adopted by the House Judiciary Committee
on July 27, 1974.

Note: The articles of impeachment were passed only by the Committee on the Judiciary. They were
never voted on in the full House of Representatives. Nixon was not impeached.

RESOLVED, That Richard M. Nixon, President of the United States, is impeached for high crimes and
misdemeanors, and that the following articles of impeachment to be exhibited to the Senate:

ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT EXHIBITED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA IN THE NAME OF ITSELF AND OF ALL OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA, AGAINST RICHARD M. NIXON, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, IN
MAINTENANCE AND SUPPORT OF ITS IMPEACHMENT AGAINST HIM FOR HIGH CRIMES AND
MISDEMEANORS.

ARTICLE 1

In his conduct of the office of President of the United States, Richard M. Nixon, in violation of his
constitutional oath faithfully to execute the office of President of the United States and, to the best
of his ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States, and in violation of
his constitutional duty to take care that the laws be faithfully executed, has prevented, obstructed,
and impeded the administration of justice, in that:

OnJune 17, 1972, and prior thereto, agents of the Committee for the Re-election of the President
committed unlawful entry of the headquarters of the Democratic National Committee in
Washington, District of Columbia, for the purpose of securing political intelligence. Subsequent
thereto, Richard M. Nixon, using the powers of his high office, engaged personally and through his
close subordinates and agents, in a course of conduct or plan designed to delay, impede, and
obstruct the investigation of such illegal entry; to cover up, conceal and protect those responsible;
and to conceal the existence and scope of other unlawful covert activities.

Article 2

Using the powers of the office of President of the United States, Richard M. Nixon, in violation of his
constitutional oath faithfully to execute the office of President of the United States and, to the best
of his ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States, and in disregard of
his constitutional duty to take care that the laws be faithfully executed, has repeatedly engaged in
conduct violating the constitutional rights of citizens, impairing the due and proper administration of
justice and the conduct of lawful inquiries, or contravening the laws governing agencies of the
executive branch and the purposed [sic] of these agencies.

Article 3

In his conduct of the office of President of the United States, Richard M. Nixon, contrary to his oath
faithfully to execute the office of President of the United States and, to the best of his ability,
preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States, and in violation of his
constitutional duty to take care that the laws be faithfully executed, has failed without lawful cause
or excuse to produce papers and things as directed by duly authorized subpoenas issued by the
Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives on April 11, 1974, May 15, 1974, May 30,
1974, and June 24, 1974, and willfully disobeyed such subpoenas. The subpoenaed papers and
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things were deemed necessary by the Committee in order to resolve by direct evidence
fundamental, factual questions relating to Presidential direction, knowledge or approval of actions
demonstrated by other evidence to be substantial grounds for impeachment of the President. In
refusing to produce these papers and things Richard M. Nixon, substituting his judgment as to what
materials were necessary for the inquiry, interposed the powers of the Presidency against the the
[sic] lawful subpoenas of the House of Representatives, thereby assuming to himself functions and
judgments necessary to the exercise of the sole power of impeachment vested by the Constitution
in the House of Representatives.

In all of this, Richard M. Nixon has acted in a manner contrary to his trust as President and
subversive of constitutional government, to the great prejudice of the cause of law and justice and
to the manifest injury of the people of the United States. Wherefore Richard M. Nixon, by such
conduct, warrants impeachment and trial, and removal from office.

SOURCE:

https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/articles-impeachment-adopted-the-house-representat
ives-committee-the-judiciary

o . L %
-~ TROL-MS-IMP11
ﬁ' ’ \F‘,:)I;%llllclllaat{z)?lw Last Update: July 26, 2019 JOHN MARS HALL
—— Toundation ——
©2018 THE JOHN MARSHALL FOUNDATION

Websites cited within lesson plans are for instructional purposes only and should be used with the guidance of professional educational personnel.
Websites cited within these lesson plans are not supported or endorsed by The John Marshall Foundation.


https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/articles-impeachment-adopted-the-house-representatives-committee-the-judiciary
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/articles-impeachment-adopted-the-house-representatives-committee-the-judiciary

