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Grand jury decline to charge Darren Wilson for killing Michael 
Brown 

Jon Swaine in Clayton, Missouri, Paul Lewis in 
Ferguson and Dan Roberts in Washington Tues 25 
Nov. 2014 - 04.23 EST 
● Grand jury finds that Darren Wilson, 28, did 

not break the law 
● Jurors considered range of charges including 

manslaughter and murder 
● Violent protests after grand jury decision – live 

updates 
The police officer who shot dead an unarmed 
black 18-year-old in Ferguson, Missouri, leading 
to weeks of unrest and reviving a national 
debate about law enforcement and race in 
America, will not face state criminal charges, it 
was announced on Monday. 

  A grand jury in St Louis County declined to indict 
Darren Wilson for killing Michael Brown on 9 
August, following an altercation after the officer 
stopped him and a friend for jaywalking. Wilson 
is also under investigation by federal authorities, 
which could bring civil rights charges. 
There were multiple reports of looting in 
Ferguson after the announcement by St Louis 
County prosecuting attorney Bob McCulloch, and
windows were broken at shops near the 
Ferguson police department. 
❙ https://goo.gl/3C3ZMm 

 

DOJ Clears Darren Wilson in Michael Brown Killing 

CBS/AP March 4, 2015, 12:53 PM 
WASHINGTON - The Justice Department says it 
won't prosecute former Ferguson, Missouri, 
police officer Darren Wilson in the shooting 
death of an unarmed black 18-year-old that led 
to weeks of protests. 
Federal officials concluded there was no 
evidence to disprove Wilson's testimony that he 
feared for his safety, nor was there reliable 
evidence that Michael Brown had his hands up 
when he was shot. The results of the federal 
investigation were leaked late last month. 
As the announcement that Wilson would not 
face federal charges was released, the 
Department of Justice announced that it 
concluded in a parallel investigation that the city 
of Ferguson displayed sweeping patterns of 
racial discrimination against the black 
community. 

  In a statement after the announcements, 
Brown's parents, Lesley McSpadden and Michael 
Brown, Sr., said they were disappointed, but 
accepting of the results. 
"While we are saddened by this decision, we are 
encouraged that the DOJ will hold the Ferguson 
Police Department accountable for the pattern 
of racial bias and profiling they found in their 
handling of interactions with people of color," 
the statement read. "It is our hope that through 
this action, true change will come not only in 
Ferguson, but around the country. If that change 
happens, our son's death will not have been in 
vain." 
One of Wilson's attorneys, Neil Bruntrager, said 
his client was satisfied with the outcome. 
❙ https://goo.gl/oqi2wi 

 
 

 
 

TROL-MSHS10 
Last Update: July 31, 2018 

 
©2018 THE JOHN MARSHALL FOUNDATION 

 

Websites cited within lesson plans are for instructional purposes only and should be used with the guidance of professional educational personnel. 
Websites cited within these lesson plans are not supported or endorsed by The John Marshall Foundation. 

https://goo.gl/3C3ZMm
https://goo.gl/oqi2wi

