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AG Sessions Says DOJ to ‘Pull Back’ on Police Department Civil 
Rights Suits
by PETE WILLIAMS FEB 28 2017, 1:52 PM ET 
Donald Trump's attorney general said Tuesday 
the Justice Department will limit its use of a 
tactic employed aggressively under President 
Obama — suing police departments for violating 
the civil rights of minorities. 
"We need, so far as we can, to help police 
departments get better, not diminish their 
effectiveness. And I'm afraid we've done some of 
that," said Attorney General Jeff Sessions. 
"So we're going to try to pull back on this," he 
told a meeting of the nation's state attorneys 
general in Washington. 
Sessions said such a move would not be "wrong 
or insensitive to civil rights or human rights." 
Instead, he said people in poor and minority 
communities must feel free from the threat of 
violent crime, which will require more effective 
policing with help from the federal government. 
While crime rates are half of what they were a 
few decades ago, recent increases in violent 
crimes do not appear to be "an aberration, a 
one-time blip. I'm afraid it represents the 
beginning of a trend." 

  Sessions said he will encourage federal 
prosecutors to bring charges when crimes are 
committed using guns. Referring local drug 
violations that involve the use of a firearm, for 
example, to federal court can result is often a 
stiffer sentence than would be imposed by state 
courts. 
"We need to return to the ideas that got us here, 
the ideas that reduce crime and stay on it. 
Maybe we got a bit overconfident when we've 
seen the crime rate decline so steadily for so 
long," he said. 
Under the Obama Administration, the Justice 
Department opened 25 investigations into police 
departments and sheriff's offices and was 
enforcing 19 agreements at the end of 2016, 
resolving civil rights lawsuits filed against police 
departments in Ferguson, Missouri; Baltimore, 
New Orleans, Cleveland and 15 other cities. 
❙ https://goo.gl/eqiYxC 

 

Settlement reached in Michael Brown civil lawsuit 

By Paul LeBlanc, CNN Updated 12:42 AM ET, Wed June 21, 2017 

(CNN)The family of Michael Brown, who was 
shot and killed by a police officer in Ferguson, 
Missouri, in 2014, has reached a settlement in its 
wrongful death lawsuit against the city. 
While the details of the settlement were not 
disclosed to the public, US Federal Judge Richard 
Webber called the settlement, "fair and 
reasonable compensation." 
Brown, who was black, was shot and killed by 
white Ferguson Police Officer Darren Wilson in 
August 2014. The incident sparked outrage and 
protest across the country. An investigation by 
the Justice Department into the incident brought 

  no charges against Wilson, who argued he shot 
Brown in self-defense as Brown charged at him. 
The civil lawsuit brought by Brown's family said 
Wilson "unjustifiably shot and killed (Brown), 
using an unnecessary and unreasonable amount 
(of) force in violation of (Brown's) constitutionally 
guaranteed right to life." 
Details of the settlement were not made public, 
however, the original lawsuit shows the Brown 
family was seeking punitive and compensatory 
damages in excess of $75,000, in addition to 
attorney's fees. 
❙ https://goo.gl/84Uo4E 
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